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80% of crime
in Bexley goes
undetected!
Figures revealed by the
London Assembly
Conservatives today
have revealed that
22.40% of offences
committed in Bexley
between April and
December 2006
resulted in a sanc-
tioned detection fol-
lowing the offender
being apprehended by
the Metropolitan
Police Service.

The Metropolitan
Police Service has a
target to detect 20% of
all offences committed
during the 2006/07
financial year and dur-
ing that period, police
within the Borough
detected 2,895 of
12,924 offences com-
mitted. A clear up rate
of 22.40%.

Commenting on the
statistics, Bob Neill,
Assembly Member for
Bexley and Bromley
said:

The statistics we
have obtained are
encouraging with
police in Bexley
exceeding their 20%
target. Whilst I con-
gratulate senior man-
agers and the police on
the ground for their
sterling efforts I would
remind them that
there is no room for
complacency in the
fight against crime.

The police may cur-
rently have exceeded
their target for the
financial year, but far
too many crimes still
go undetected.

Bexley council’s legal
battle over a small
stretch of ransom
land with Maison
Maurice of
Bexleyheath came to a
conclusion in
December of 2006. It
was revealed that
Bexley Council were
attempting to gain
over £1m from the
firm. The battle
between the two par-
ties was over a ransom
strip of land that the
Council claimed the
drinks retailer built
over when construct-
ing a new access to its
Butler’s Yard location.

Maison Maurice
originally had access
on to the front of
Albion Road and had
decided, due to the
access being on a blind
bend in the new relief
road, that it was too
close to a set of traffic
lights, making it
extremely unsafe.
They decided it would
be much safer to build
a new access further to
the east of the Butler’s
Yard Boundary. 

Bexley Council
argued that the firm
had no frontage to the

road, and that the
council owned the half
metre strip between
the yard and the road.
Maison Maurice made
a proposal seeking
planning permission
to build a new
crossover, which was
granted in 1995 with
the condition they
paid the council’s legal
fees and for the con-
struction work and
with advice from the
Work and Contracts
Department.

Bexley Council then
sued the firm, claim-
ing that they had built
over a ransom strip of
land that was in their
ownership whilst
adding that they were
doing this in the pub-
lic’s interest too. The
council had previously
failed to mention to
the company they also
needed a license
before implementing
the planning permis-
sion and the judge
said, To turn round
and demand over £1
million seems to me to
be unconscionable. It
is tantamount in creat-
ing a trap for which
Maison Maurice could

easily fall.
The defendant’s

QC, Romie Tager
claimed, If planning
permission were
obtained, and if the
Chief Engineer gave
his approval, Maison
Maurice would be
entitled to vary the
position of the right of
way.

Along with the fact
that Maison Maurice
were obliged to con-
sult the Work and
Contracts Department

and paid the Council’s
agreed costs, the judge
said, Is the conduct of
the Council uncon-
scionable? In my
judgement it is.  He
added Bexley Council
could not deny
Maison Maurice per-
manent access using
the new crossover
although they retained
ownership to the land.

A spokesman for
Bexley Council told
the Chronicle: “While
the Judge agreed with
Maison Maurice that

they should be allowed
to use the new
entrance to their site
he did not agree with
their claim that the
Council did not own
the rest of the land to
the south of the site.
Therefore, while they
were partially success-
ful in the claim, so was
the Council. 

The case spanned a
number of years.
Clearly the Judge
made certain findings
on the facts presented
to him, some of which

agreed with the
Council’s views and
some which did not. If
either the Council or
Maison Maurice had
felt strongly about the
judgment then they
could have appealed.
Neither party has and
the Council will com-
ply with the Judge’s
findings.

There is no question
of any compensation
to Maison Maurice,
nor did they them-
selves seek compensa-
tion.”

Bexley Council
were ordered to pay
£20,000 immediately

of the costs of the trial
which is estimated to
be approaching
£100,000. Maison
Maurice were awarded
50% of their costs with
Bexley Council paying
their bill. Maison
Maurice solicitors
were T.G. Baynes.

COUNCIL LOSE RANSOM LAND CASE

Colfe’s 
Leisure Centre
Membership

now available
Contact us Today

Tel : 020 8297 9110  Fax : 020 8318 7303
Email : ColfesLeisure1@aol.com
www.colfes.com/leisurecentre

Horn Park Lane, Lee, London SEI2 8AW

020 8303 2545

STEADS
SERVICE CENTRE
The Broadway Centre Bexleyheath

Shoe Repairs • Key Cutting
Engraving • Trophies

Church v
Wallbank
An archaic church law
spells misery and
uncertainty for 1000’s
of homeowners in
England and Wales.

Following a High
Court test case that
reached its conclusion
(5 February, 2007), a
pensioner and his wife
now face financial ruin

by the Church of
England. The C of E
has succeeded in reac-
tivating a medieval law
stating that ownership
of a piece of farmland
makes the couple per-
sonally responsible for
hundreds of thousands
of pounds worth of
repairs to the local
church chancel, not to
mention 15 years of
legal costs, which will
leave them with a bill

of around 1/2 million. 
The judgement

found them liable for a
bill for repairs totalling
£186,986, plus VAT
and costs, which will
bring the total up to
a p p r o x i m a t e l y
£250,000 in addition to
the £200,000 they ve
spent over the years
fighting the case.

The implications of
this ruling are far

reaching. It means the
Church of England
can now hunt down
other property owners
across 5000 English
and Welsh parishes
whose houses, gar-
dens, schools, busi-
nesses etc. have been
built on old church
land, forcing them to
pay unrestricted costs
for  building repairs to
the local church.

Tandoori Restaurant
Established since 1978

Now taking bookings for Mother’s Day Open 7 days a week including bank holidays
Mon-Thur: 12 noon to 2:30pm,

5:30pm to 11:00pm
Fri-Sat: 12 noon to 2:30pm, 5:30 to 11:30pm

Sunday: 12 noon to 11:00pm

169-171 Station Road, Sidcup, Kent DA15 7AA.
Back entrance and parking available.

Reservations: 020 8300 0777 020 8300 2527
Fully Licensed & Air Conditioned

Special Night
Wednesday Banqueting Night
Only £11.50 per head
(normal a la carte menu available as well)

Sunday Special 
Four Course Meal
Only £9.50 per head

10% Discount
on collected

orders over £10

Free Home
Delivery

on orders over £12
within 3 mile radius

Takeaway
Service

• All chicken dishes use only grade A breast only
• Lamb dishes are cooked from leg of lamb

Enjoy our feast of food - the best quality and freshness




