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Morrisons raises
age for tobacco
and knife sales
Morrisons in Sidcup, Erith and Thamesmead
has voluntarily raised the minimum age at
which a person may purchase tobacco prod-
ucts and knives from 16 to 18. 
The Morrisons Task 21 scheme* - where cus-
tomers who do not look to be 21 are asked to
confirm  they are 18 years or older - current-
ly includes the sale of alcohol, fireworks and
butane gas. From now it will be expanded to
include all tobacco products, knives and non-
cartridge disposable razor blades. 
Gary Outred , general manager at Morrisons
Erith told the Chronicle: “As a responsible
retailer, we have taken this action voluntarily
and in advance of new legislation, believing it
to be the right thing to do. Clear notices have
been displayed in store to highlight these
changes. By bringing the minimum age for
the purchase of tobacco into line with alcohol
we aim to help discourage teenage smoking.” 
A recent BBC survey suggested that only 23%
of children aged under 16 who tried to buy
tobacco found it difficult to do so and that
four out of five people backed lifting the legal
age to 18 on all tobacco products.
• In October new legislation will see the age a per-
son legally purchasing tobacco products rising from
16 to 18.

Master Quiz
Thanks to everyone who entered this
interesting little competition in the recent
Chronicle.  Surprisingly many readers gave the
same wrong answers. However the first correct
one out of the hat and winner of ten crispies
was Margaret Symonds, from Chilham Close,
Bexley. Well done Margaret. Her answers
were; Aegean, Lorenzo da Ponte, Gordon
Richards, Acceleration, Dorothy L.Sayers and
Metaphysical Poets.

Crossword
Winner of the last crossword was Mr D. Arden
from Randlestown Road, SE6. His ten pounds
is on the way.
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Over 50 residents and community
group members joined the
London Chinese Culture and Arts
Community Organisation
(LCCACO) and Trust
Thamesmead in celebrating the
Chinese New Year at the
Limestone Community Hall,
enjoying a feast of food, a lion
dance and martial arts perform-
ances.

People of all ages joined in to cele-
brate the Year of the Pig.

Trust Thamesmead’s Trustee
Ted Claridge said the Trust was
proud to be associated with the
event, which is a great example of
the joys that are realised when all
sections of the community come
together for a common purpose. 

Chinese New Year
in Thamesmead

Thamesmead YMCA
powers ahead 
Young sailors embarking on the Royal
Yachting Association (RYA) instructors cours-
es with the Thamesmead YMCA’s Sailing
Centre can now venture into more challeng-
ing waters – thanks to a lottery grant from
Awards for All.

The club has just taken delivery of a brand
new rescue craft which will enable young
people in Thamesmead to continue their RYA
training.

Centre Principal George Reynolds OBE
said: “We can’t thank ‘Awards for All’ enough
for our £5,785.00 award. This new power boat
means that our young sailors can progress to
participate in advanced sailing courses on the
River Thames.”

Jackie Smith, the Chair of the Board of
Trustees at Trust Thamesmead, which sup-
ports the sailing centre, launched the new
craft at the Centre’s base at Southmere Lake
in Thamesmead.
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Swanley to
benefit
from grants!
Thirty-five local voluntary and community
groups are set to benefit from grant funding of
nearly a quarter of a million pounds to help
them continue their important work in the
District. 

The funding, worth a total of £227,740 was
agreed at Sevenoaks District Council’s
Cabinet.   

Thirty-two local voluntary groups across the
District will share between £100 and £10,500. A
variety of groups in Swanley and the surround-
ing areas will benefit, including the following:

• Swanley Volunteer Centre will receive £9,600 to
develop and promote volunteering through the recruit-
ment, placement and support of volunteers.

• HAWK Youth Partnership Project who will get
£8,000 to work with young people in Hartley, Ash
and West-Kingsdown. 

• The North West Kent Council for Voluntary Service
will receive £2,000 to provide information and support
to voluntary groups in Swanley and the northern
parishes. 

• Rural Age Concern – Darent Valley whose grant of
£1,000 will go towards the cost of improving their new
day centre in Fawkham. 

• The North Kent Crime Prevention Panel will get
£500 to continue to promote crime prevention and
undertake community safety projects.

Residents in Swanley are also set to benefit
from grants to the West Kent Independent
Mediation Service of £5,400, and to Relate
North Kent of £500 to provide a bursary fund
for people on low income wishing to access
relationship counselling.  

Sports and arts activities across the District
will benefit from grants totalling £18,700. 

The largest grants will help to fund local
Citizens Advice Bureaux whose trained staff
gave free advice, on areas such as benefits, debt
and housing to nearly 22,000 clients last year.
They will receive: 

• £43,720 to Swanley CAB

• £50,820 to Sevenoaks CAB

• £46,000 to Edenbridge and Westerham CAB

Last year, the District’s three Citizens Advice
Bureau had the highest number of client con-
tacts of all Kent authorities and the highest
number of bureau opening hours.

Master Quiz
Thanks to everyone who entered this interesting
little competition in the recent Chronicle.
Surprisingly many readers gave the same wrong
answers. However the first correct one out of
the hat and winner of ten crispies was Margaret
Symonds, from Chilham Close, Bexley. Well
done Margaret. Her answers were; Aegean,
Lorenzo da Ponte, Gordon Richards,
Acceleration, Dorothy L.Sayers and
Metaphysical Poets.

Crossword
Winner of the last crossword was Mr D. Arden
from Randlestown Road, SE6. His ten pounds
is on the way.

Queen Mary’s Cytology Unit won the bid to be
the processing centre for the new cervical cancer
screening method, Liquid Based Cytology.  With
the new equipment installed and running at the
hospital, they are now processing samples for
Bexley, Bromley and Greenwich. 

Liquid Based Cytology (LBC) enables more
accurate results by using a more sophisticated
sample collection process along with
modernised processing equipment.  Queen
Mary’s has already seen a 75% reduction in the
need to recall patients for repeat testing as a
result of using LBC.  

Staff have now been fully trained to operate
the new equipment which can process 80
samples in 2 ? hours - the work of three
laboratories.  Marie Weber, Laboratory Manager,
Cytology says "We worked hard for this bid and
are delighted to have won.  Our success is partly
due to having a strong and flexible staff team,
which we’re very proud of. 

"Kate Grimes, Chief Executive says "This is an
important development in the control of cervical
cancer which we are pleased to be running from
Queen Mary’s.  Smear tests are not pleasant, so
I was delighted to see what a large reduction in
repeat tests this new system is having."

Top marks
Sevenoaks
According to an independent watchdog,
Sevenoaks District Council is amongst only a
handful of local authorities to be given the top
score for efficiency and value for money.

Late last year, the Council’s finances were put
under the microscope by the Central
Government body, the Audit Commission as
part of an annual efficiency and value for
money check.

Following the review, the Audit Commission
wrote to the Council this week (12 March) to
say that it has been awarded the highest possible
score of four points out of a possible four - per-
forming strongly well above minimum finan-
cial requirements.

This is an improvement on last year when
the Council scored three out of four points.

The review was judged against five key
themes of financial reporting, financial manage-
ment, financial standing, internal control and
crucially value for money. Compared with last
year, the Council improved in all these areas.

The inspectors’ report said that the Council
has robust arrangements in place for promoting
accountability, a strong foundation for strategic
financial planning, which includes setting and
meeting challenging budgets, and it performs
well in terms of internal control.

One of the areas where the Council per-
formed best was value for money with a value
for money culture embedded within the whole
organisation.

The report went on to say that the Council is
among only a limited number of local authori-
ties to achieve the highest possible score and
that seven areas of its financial practice will be
shared with other local authorities to help them
improve with their financial dealings.

Cllr Brian Ramsay, the Council’s Cabinet
Member with responsibility for finance, says:
“This independent review has demonstrated
that not only are the Council’s finances in
excellent shape and that our residents get good
value for money, we are continuing to improve
in terms of efficiency. Despite this encouraging
news, we continue to look at more effective and
efficient ways of providing our services for the
benefit of our residents.”

Accountants Baker Tilly work with
Sevenoaks Council.

Queen Mary’s Sidcup
NHS Trust cleaner and
safer than ever
Queen Mary’s Sidcup has reduced its rates of
Clostridium difficile (C. Diff) by over 30% over
the last year, from 253 cases in 2005 to 172 in
2006.

The Infection Control team have worked
with staff to ensure that appropriate washing and
other hygiene methods are followed and to make
sure that patients and visitors play their part in
preventing cross-infection. They are working
very hard throughout the hospital to bring down
these rates even further in future.

Paul Robertson, KCC Warden for Eynsford, Crockenhill and Farningham

Device giveaway to keep District safe
Residents in Sevenoaks District can help ensure
the District remains the safest in Kent when a
range of community safety and crime reduction
devices are distributed in the area this month.

The timer switches, shed alarms, personal
alarms and other devices are all funded by the
Sevenoaks District Community Safety
Partnership and will be distributed by Police
Community Support Officers and Kent County
Council Community Wardens over the coming
weeks.

This follows the recent release of monthly
crime figures by Kent Police that show
Sevenoaks District is once again the safest of the
12 local authorities and one unitary authority in
Kent.

Robin Hales, Chairman of the Sevenoaks
District Community Safety Partnership, says:
"These safety devices will make life even harder
for criminals, and hopefully allow the District to
keep up its tremendous record of being the safest
area in Kent for seven consecutive months,
something that everyone can be proud of."

Gillian Ellis, District Chief Inspector for
Sevenoaks District, adds: "I am very pleased that
Kent Police is part of this initiative to keep
Sevenoaks a safe place."

There are a total of 13 PCSOs in Sevenoaks
District and eight Kent County Council
Community Wardens, funded by town and
parish councils and Kent Police.

Queen Mary’s is the centre for
improved cervical screening



Local firefighter
makes marathon effort
for deafblind charity
44 year old John Clarke from Sidcup, Kent
will be running the Flora London Marathon
for the national deafblind charity Sense on
Sunday 22nd April 2007.   John will be partic-
ipating in the 26 mile race, which is the single
biggest one day charity fundraiser in the UK
and the second largest marathon in the world.

Deafblindness is a combination of both
sight and hearing difficulties. Sense offers a
vital lifeline to deafblind people, offering
them support and teaching them skills to live
as independently as possible.

As a firefighter based at Eltham fire station,
John is used to working in adverse conditions,
but still finds the marathon an enormous
challenge.

John said: “I completed my first London
marathon last year, but I injured myself whilst
doing it, so couldn’t give it my best shot. This
year I want to give it everything I’ve got and
raise as much money for Sense as I can.”

John is aiming to raise £1,400 for Sense by
running the marathon, and is looking to raise
the money through sponsorship and, if possi-
ble, involving his local school. John is still
appealing for sponsorship for his run, and you
can do this by logging on to: www.justgiv-
ing.com/jec

Alison Rulton, London Marathon Project
Manager, said: “We are delighted that John is
one of over 500 people that have chosen to
run the Flora London Marathon for Sense.
Most of what we learn about the world comes
through our ears and eyes, so deafblind people
face major challenges with communication,
access to information and mobility. We believe
they couldn’t be running for a more worth-
while cause and we’ll be behind them every
step of the way, cheering them on!”
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Library to close
Blackfen Library will be closed on 10, 11 and
12 April for internal building works. 

During the closure, items can be borrowed
from or returned to any other Bexley library.

The library will reopen on Friday 13 April
at 9.30am.

The nearest alternative libraries are Sidcup
Library, Welling Library and the Central
Library, Bexleyheath.

Further information can be found on the
Council’s website at
www.bexley.gov.uk/libraries or by calling 020
8303 7777.

Wheeling in the right
direction
Greenwich pupils showed their pedal-power
to Tour de France organiser when they went
along to Eltham Green Specialist Sports
College. 

Around 200 pupils from Eltham Green
School and the borough’s local primary
schools enjoyed performances and an array of
cycle-themed activities, as part of the
London-wide drive by Greenwich Council
and Transport for London to promote the
international cycling race that’s due to come
to the borough next year. 

The roadshow included musical challenges,
quizzes, exercises, and The Musical Wheel of
Fortune – a fun and interactive game, where
pupils had the chance to win special prizes. 

The roadshow has been visiting schools
along the Tour de France route to educate
pupils about the event. It aims to promote
cycling as a fun and alternative means to the
traditional methods of travel, and also encour-
age young people to get involved in cycling.

Eltham Green has been promoting cycling
as part of their School Travel Plan, which has
included the school organising a course to
train local school staff as cycle instructors. 

The Grand Depart of the Tour de France
will be visiting London for the first time in its
104-year history. Greenwich’s streets will
form part of the route of Stage 1 of the Tour,
on 8 July. 
For further information, please visit: 
http://www.greenwich.gov.uk/Greenwich/
leisureculture/sportleisure/Tourdefrance

Master Quiz
Thanks to everyone who entered this
interesting little competition in the recent
Chronicle.  Surprisingly many readers gave the
same wrong answers. However the first correct
one out of the hat and winner of ten crispies
was Margaret Symonds, from Chilham Close,
Bexley. Well done Margaret. Her answers
were; Aegean, Lorenzo da Ponte, Gordon
Richards, Acceleration, Dorothy L.Sayers and
Metaphysical Poets.

Crossword
Winner of the last crossword was Mr D. Arden
from Randlestown Road, SE6. His ten pounds
is on the way.

Education Pilot
includes Bexley
Alan Johnson, the Secretary of State for
Educaion and Skills, announced that Bexley
had been selected to take part in a groundbreak-
ing pilot designed to improve the rate of
progress made by children in schools each year.
Ten local authorities have been chosen to take
part , one from each English Region, and
Bexley  represents London’s South Eastern
area.  

The pilot will trial: - Changes to assessment,
allowing children to take national key stage tests
as soon as they are ready, rather than only at the
end of a long key stage; - One-to-one tuition in
English and/or mathematics, to lift the per-
formance of children who entered Key Stage 2
or Key Stage 3 behind the expected level; chil-
dren will receive up to 20 hours of individual
tutoring to get them back on target and help
them sustain progress; -  New progress targets
to measure the school’s success in moving
pupils forward; - A progression premium
payable to schools in the pilot which make
excellent progress, which could be used to fur-
ther enrich the school curriculum.

Pupils from the borough’s specialised sports
college made a big decision this month when
they became fully qualified as football referees. 

Eight students from Eltham Green Specialist
Sports College made the grade as football offi-
cials after a six-week course, which was accred-
ited by the London Football Association. 

The 14-to-16-year-olds are already officiat-
ing at senior and junior games in the borough,
with high hopes of a career as professional ref-
erees.  

Fifteen-year-old Aaron Kidd, said, “I joined
the course because I like football. I’ve been
playing since I was six. When I watch football I
like the way all the referees enjoy it. They get
called names but the best ones take it. They get
good money and it’s a good atmosphere. I’m
Level 8 now but when I’m 16 I’ll be Level 7
straight away. 

“You can do it as a professional at Level 3 and
I intend to go all the way. My family supports
me and my next-door neighbour is a football
scout. I’m aiming for League One or
Championship football but if I’m lucky enough
I’ll make the Premiership.” 

Councillor John Fahy, Greenwich Council’s
Cabinet Member for Sport, Culture and
Olympics, added: 

“Well done to all the students. This was
another example of the diverse work being
accomplished at Eltham Green Specialist Sports
College. As well as creating opportunities in the

world of sport, it is giving students the kind of
self-esteem they can use in all areas of their
lives.” 

The students who qualified were Joe Slevin,
Daniel Wynn, Alfie Loveridge, Aaron Kidd,
Billie Jones, Daniel Hayter, Billy Golding and
David Hutchins.

Eight students
make the grade!

Kickz
Greenwich Council has launched a pioneering
youth community programme in partnership
with Charlton Athletic – one of the biggest of its
kind on the country. 

The Greenwich scheme is one of 25 Kickz
schemes  in which Premiership, Championship
and Football League football clubs are working
with local agencies. The aim of Kickz, a national

project of youth inclusion and diversion, is to
engage young people and create safer, stronger
local communities. It’s been launched in partner-
ship with the Council, Metropolitan Police, the
Football Association, the Premier League, the
Football League and the Football Foundation.  

Greenwich Kickz is funded by Greenwich
Council, Greenwich Neighbourhood Renewal,
London & Quadrant Housing, Southern
Housing and Charlton Triangle Homes, as well
as the Government. 




