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Investment
opportunities in
Thames Gateway for
Chinese 
A tour of the Thames Gateway  highlighted
opportunities for investment available in the
area.  The tour, which is being hosted by
Gateway to London, was organised by the
Mayor’s Office in partnership with the London
Chinese Community Network.
Highlighting the importance of the tour, the
Mayor of London, said:  “The regeneration
and development of the Thames Gateway is an
essential part of my vision for London, as out-
lined in the London Plan. It will provide enor-
mous business investment opportunities and I
am delighted that key members of the Chinese
business community are visiting the area to dis-
cover at first hand what is on offer.  
“I have no doubt they will realise the huge
opportunities available in the area; opportuni-
ties that can be harnessed by the thriving
Chinese community in London.  The Thames
Gateway offers a gateway to mainland Europe
and I am certain that Chinese business will be
quick to understand the tremendous potential
for investment that exists. “

Local children win
prestigious award 
This is a storybook you can really get yourself
into!  Year One children, aged five years, from
Mordern Mount Primary School, Greenwich,
have created a wonderful walk-through story-
book - and now it’s won them a prestigious
award from the London Institute.
Staff, governors and some of the children made
a special trip on Friday 26 March to the London
Institute Gallery, Oxford Street, to be present-
ed with a certificate each for their inspirational
and creative work.
The storybook starts with the words ‘Yesterday
morning I opened my front door and travelled
to...’ The ‘reader’ walks through the page to
the next part of the story. 
Meera Chauda, a professional artist who visits
schools to help with art projects, worked with
the children to help them create their story-
book.
Greenwich Council’s Cabinet Member for
Education, Councillor David Grant, said: 
‘What a marvellous start to their school life, to
win an award for their work so early on! The
walk-through storybook is an ingenious idea
and great fun too. Congratulations to all the
children and teachers of Year One at Mordern
Mount.”

On the ball at
Cherry Orchard
Primary
Pupils at Cherry Orchard Primary School,
Charlton, are to benefit from a new sports and
arts facility following a successful bid for a
quarter of million pounds from Sport England.
The school has opened a new outdoor area in
the school grounds with a ball court, a per-
formance area, and a garden with a pond and
outdoor teaching area.
It will also be available for the local communi-
ty, including use for residents in nearby
Charlton Triangle Homes, who have partnered
the project. 
Cllr David Grant, Greenwich Council Cabinet
Member for Education, said:
“This underlines Greenwich’s commitment to
providing first-class facilities within our
schools so children can get the best out of their
education.”
Frances Cumming, Headteacher at Cherry
Orchard Primary, added
“This is a fantastic opportunity which will
enable us to improve and enhance the educa-
tion we provide for children.  It will also help
us build links outside the school and serve the
rest of the community.”
The new outdoor area has also enhanced child
safety by enabling the school to move the
school entrance to a safer position, enhancing
traffic calming measures the Council has
installed around the school.
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Thamesmead
Army Cadet
praised
Staff Sergeant Instructor Clarence Mensah (25)
of Thamesmead in London was presented with
an ACF Citizenship Award for service to the
community  by Field Marshall Sir John Chapple
GCB CBE DL on behalf of his Unit at the  AGM
of the Reserve Forces and Cadets Association for
Greater London (RFCA). Clarence served as a
cadet for five years before becoming an adult
instructor in 1997. “I joined the cadets quite sim-
ply to stop me from hanging around on the
streets and also to get a taste of Army life,” he
said. 

“Both the cadets and adult instructors of our
detachment have worked very hard for this well
deserved award, and I am very honoured to
receive it,” he added.  Clarence has already
received many awards in his time with the cadets.
They include the Lord Lieutenant’s Certificate,
The Glaziers Award, Sport Leaders Awards, The
Rotary Club First Aid Award, London District
Shooting Trophy and the Duke of Edinburgh
Gold Award. Clarence has also achieved the sta-
tus of National Level Athletic Discus Champion.
Clarence instructs cadets at the 97 Cadet Battery
Royal Artillery in Woolwich Barracks. He puts
them through their paces, enhancing their mili-
tary skills and adventurous training. 

The ACF provides military skills such as drill,
discipline, orienteering, casualty handling, field-
craft, planning and preparation, communications
and methods of instruction - skills which are as
valuable in the job market as they are on the
parade ground. The ACF offers a variety of ways
for young people to achieve self discipline and
personal pride - everything from the conquest of
a 20,000 foot Himalayan peak, to polishing a pair
of boots! 

For more information on the Army Cadet Force,
please visit www.reserve-forces-london.org.uk 

Ice cream man licked
A Thamesmead ice-cream man might be feeling
a little ‘frosty’ he’s been fined a total of £1,000
for illegally trading on Greenwich Streets. The
man was fined £350 for trading on King William
Walk, and £150 for trading on Nevada Street,
both in SE10. The man was caught selling ice-
cream without a license for street trading.

He was also ordered to pay costs totalling £500,
after the hearing at Greenwich Magistrates
Court. King William Walk is a prohibited street,
which prevents  sellers from trading there
because they could be deemed as an obstruction
to traffic, or as an inconvenience or hazard to
members of the public. Greenwich Council’s
trading standards team, with the help of CCTV,
caught the man illegally trading - which he
denied when approached.

Greenwich Council’s Cabinet Member for the
Environment and Community Safety, Cllr Jagir
Sekhon, said, “Not only was this man breaking
the law by trading without a license, he was also
doing it in an area that was of potential danger to
the public and traffic  which is why it is a desig-
nated prohibited street. Illegal trading of any kind
will not be tolerated in Greenwich.

Illegal trading
blitz costs ‘car
dealer’ over £4K 
People selling cars on the streets of Greenwich
should take note of a recent court case, which
cost a local resident over £4,000 and the cars he
had for sale.

On Monday 22 March a Plumstead man pleaded
guilty in Woolwich Magistrates Court to three
charges of selling cars on Plumstead Common
Road.

The prosecution was under the grounds of
Article 2(1) of the Business Advertisements
(Disclosure) Order 1977 and section 23 of The
Fair Trading Act, due to the advertisement not
making it clear that the vehicle was not being sold
in the course of a business. The adverts also failed
to include a contact address in case the customer
needed to make a complaint.

The man was also found guilty of street trading
without a licence.

He was fined a total of £2,750, and ordered to pay
costs of £2,029. He also lost the two Vauxhall
Cavalier’s that he was trying to sell, after they
were seized following investigations throughout
November and December. 

The prosecution is part of a crackdown by
Greenwich Council on illegal traders, with a
focus on cars being sold along public highways
plastered with ‘for sale’ signs.

The Council, with help from the public, high-
lighted three hot spots throughout the borough,
and focused their operation on them. These were

Eynsham Drive, Abbey Wood; Plumstead
Common Road, Plumstead; and Charlton Road,
Charlton.

Signs were placed over vehicles that were being
sold illegally, and if the cars were not removed
they were seized and taken to a secure pound
while enquiries were carried out.

Greenwich Council’s Cabinet Member for the
Environment and Community Safety,
Councillor Jagir Sekhon, said, ‘This prosecution
sends out a warning to other illegal traders that
Greenwich Council takes their actions very seri-
ously and will not tolerate such trade.

‘We would urge all car-buyers to use a legitimate
trader. The safety of these cars cannot be legislat-
ed for, and the wellbeing of our residents is a
paramount concern for the Council. I hope this
fine will serve as a deterrent for other such
traders.”

Bus posters get
message across to
Greenwich tenants
Get advice before you get in trouble. That’s the
main message of a Greenwich Council campaign
launched this week to encourage Council tenants
not to get behind with their rent payments.

Posters displayed on buses and Council vehicles
will carry the message around the borough,
stressing how important it is that every tenant
pays their rent on time – and urging people who
are having difficulty to seek advice soon, before
the arrears build up.  

Tenants have the choice of paying weekly, fort-
nightly or monthly – but they must pay in
advance.

Cllr Terry Hales, the cabinet member for
Tenancy Services, said: “Greenwich Council
recognises that, although there is only a small
minority of council tenants who fall into rent
arrears, we must continue to tackle the problem.

“If you don’t pay or if you fail to keep up with the
arrangements you’ve made with the Council,
you’ll be served with a legal notice, and you could
face eviction.

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank
our tenants who pay their rent regularly.

“But the most important message of our cam-
paign is that if you start to fall behind with your
rent, contact the Council immediately. You’ll be
put through to someone who can offer support
and advice.”

Greenwich schools first choice
Greenwich First, Greenwich Council’s campaign
to encourage more local children to choose
Greenwich schools as their first choice and
always perform to their best ability, takes to the
road this month.

Full bus back advertisements featuring former
Greenwich students like Asad Ahmad, BBC
London news presenter, and Anton Ferdinand,
West Ham’s star defender are set to criss-cross
London, driving home the message that today’s
students can also follow the career path of their
dreams by getting a Greenwich education.

To back up the poster campaign, the star pupils
are due to spend a day going back to school.
Anton Ferdinand will run a football training ses-
sion will pupils at his old school Blackheath
Bluecoats. Asad Ahmad will talk to pupils about
the world of media at The John Roan School.

And in the run up to this year’s GCSEs every
child due to sit the exams will receive a good luck
card from the stars, offering them a number of
incentives to work hard to improve their grades.
They range from a tour of the BBC studios, to
signed football memorabilia, to the chance to
record a song with one of the latest chart sensa-
tions.

Welcoming the chance to back Greenwich
First, Asad said: “It’s important to get a good edu-
cation because it opens doors in all sorts of areas
that you may not think about until much later in
life. When opportunities come your way, you
suddenly become thankful for paying attention in
your classes years ago.”

Anton, who gained 7 GCSEs, said: “I worked
hard and I enjoyed school. You have to have your
own determination but my teachers helped me. I

was committed in the things I wanted to do and
that school was with me all the way.”

“My headteacher was excellent and my RE and
Humanities teacher took me under his wing and
I really appreciated it. So my advice to young
people is to make sure school comes first as it’s
the basis of everything.”  

Councillor David Grant, Greenwich Council’s
Cabinet Member for Education, said: “Our
Greenwich First campaign is now bearing fruit,
with increasing numbers of new teachers want-
ing to work in our Borough and 200 local chil-
dren choosing Greenwich secondary schools as
their first choice this year. I hope we will all join
with our teachers and schools to ensure that
Greenwich education makes the tremendous
progress we know it can.”


