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Harry
Ingram
Lamorbey and Sidcup Local History Society is
mourning the death of its President Harry
Ingram at the age of 94.

He was a pioneer of Adult Education in Sidcup
and was the first Principal of Lamorbey Park
Adult Education Centre when it was set up
shortly after the Second World War.  From
small beginnings he created a venue for learn-
ing and enjoyment for many and had great free-
dom to develop its services according to his
own far-reaching knowledge and interests.
Local enthusiasm was channelled through
classes into organised societies and the Local
History Society was one of them.  Established
in 1952 from a history class, they made
Lamorbey the important part of the name;
Harry became its great support and eventually
the Society’s President.

He was always willing to provide talks or lec-
tures on any subject in which members
expressed an interest; other activities set up
were Sidcup Symphony Orchestra,  and Sidcup
Operatic Society; sports were encouraged with
Croquet  Archery and Tennis Clubs.  The
Sidcup Young Mothers’ Club provided a crèche
– an unusual thing at that time – for women
who wished to attend classes during the day,
and the Current Affairs Discussion Group pro-
vided free and frank discussion before the days
of television. The success of Lamorbey
Park was followed by the setting up of the
Grassington Road site. 

Together with his wife Hilda he provided an
atmosphere of pleasure in learning in a place
which became a focal point for the talents of
many.   After her death and his retirement he
continued to live in the coach house in
Lamorbey Park thus remaining in touch with
many old friends, but in declining health he
recently moved to the Charles Clore Home at
Hendon.

Harry Ingram will be much missed by his
friends who regret that the breadth of culture
established by him has tended to fade from
Sidcup Adult Education areas in recent years.

North Cray Road
Works to resurface the A223 North Cray Road
will take place on the northbound carriageway
between Ruxley  Roundabout and the round-
about at the northern end of the dual carriage-
way and is expected to last  six weeks.

The work will take place under half-width
closure so that traffic can continue to travel past
the works in single file. 

Bus services will continue as normal, but as
work progresses bus stops may be suspended in
turn and users will be directed  to adjacent or
temporary stops.

North Cray Centre
An additional £300,000 has been secured from
the London & Quadrant  Housing Trust to
fund design improvements, required by Sport
England, to the Multi Use Games Area at the
North Cray Community Centre.

Beach
Boys Busy
Without a word of warning Sidcup pedestrian
paths have once again been attacked by very
noisy drills laying new cables for Cable &
Wireless.
It would appear they need no planning per-
mission (rather like TfL) and simply close the
pavement they want to work on parking vehi-
cles wherever they like without making provi-
sion for motorists to park or in our case clos-
ing the pavement outside our office blocking
the exit for a number of cars, damaging one.
And what is the purpose of the noise, dust and
new patchwork pavements?   Well there are
two stories. 
The Council told us Cable & Wireless are
updating  the schools internet service and
work will continue for at least two more
weeks. The company told us “Work is current-
ly underway to connect the Sidcup BT
Exchange to the Cable & Wireless network.
This will enable both Cable & Wireless and its
subsidiary Bulldog Communications to offer
enhanced telecommunications services to local
businesses and consumers.  Cable & Wireless
takes its public and community responsibilities
very seriously and, in the case of public works
projects, adheres strictly to the provisions of
the Roads and Street Works Act of 1991.
Readers will recall our pavements were hacked
about by another company some years ago
when cable television was all the rage. No-one
has ever approached us, for example, to see if
we ever wanted to be connected. Will those
cables ever be used?

60% price hike
Commenting on the announcement by Ken
Livingstone that the Congestion Charge will
increase from £5 to £8 in July, Liberal
Democrat London Assembly Transport
Spokesperson, Lynne Featherstone, said:-
“The 60% price hike has nothing to do with
reducing congestion but everything to do with
raising a bob-or-two. 
“Traffic levels in central London are still
falling, yet our Labour Mayor slams a 60%
hike on congestion charges. Londoners will
have a chance to vote against this Labour tax
rise at the General Election but must also
know that Gordon Brown's tax rises will come
soon after."
“The theatre and entertainments industry
badly need the Congestion Charge to end at
5pm. The Mayor needs a serious re-think or
he risks wrecking what has been a famously
successful scheme.”
The Chronicle suggests restaurants will also
suffer as will a number of transport sensitive
businesses in  the capital who will now seri-
ously consider relocating outside of the pres-
ent congestion zone.

Under Age Alcohol Sales
Sweep
Bexley Council's Trading Standards team made
test purchases at various shops across Bexley
borough as part of the drive against underage
sales of alcohol.

Budding Tiger Woods, Robert Tuck, has won
Birchwood Park Golf Club's first ever Junior
Open.

Robert, from Sidcup, fought off competition
from 59 other talented young golfers to win the
title, a trophy and a state-of-the art Jeep moun-
tain bike supplied by sponsor Whitehouse
Chrysler and Jeep in Bexleyheath.

The 2005 Junior Open was held at Birchwood
Park Golf Club, Wilmington.

The event has been launched by the golf club
in conjunction with Whitehouse to provide a
local forum for up and coming golfers to test and
develop their skills.

A total of 60 golfers competed in the competi-

tion, which was open to anyone under 18 with an
official handicap certificqte.

Rick Nelson, Business Manager at
Whitehouse, said: "It was a pleasure to be
involved and it was great to see such determina-
tion and skill out on the fairways. Robert played
tremendously well and deserved to come away
with the title and bike.

"There were 60 places available and we filled
them all. Our only regret is that we weren't able
to accommodate the other 20 or so players who
had put their names forward."

Robert is a member of Royal Blackheath Golf
Club, Eitham.

Sidcup Golfer wins Open

9th Sidcup
crime wise!
PC Richard Jones and PCSO Kay Hopkinson
have been working with the 9th Sidcup Brownies
to help them gain their crime prevention badges.  

The officers from of the Cray Meadows Safer
Neighbourhoods team, part of Cray Meadows
Community Safety Action Zone, visited the
brownies over three weeks, at St. Andrews
Church in Maylands Drive. 

In the first week, the Brownies were taught
about crime prevention, including whom they
should call when something happens, what to do
about securing their homes or gardens and told
about security marking personal possessions like
bikes, mobile phones and iPods. 

The Brownies also had to design a poster on
crime prevention and to revise for a crime pre-
vention quiz.  

In the second week, the Brownie pack took
part in the quiz and finally, on 16 March, the
team presented them with the crime prevention
badges.
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Snakes and Ladders was the theme of the twelfth
annual holiday bible club held at Free Grace
Baptist Church in Nuxley road, Belvedere on
March 29-31 2005. Each morning from children
aged from 4 to 11 crowded into the church build-
ing to take part in activities as diverse as handi-
crafts, quizzes, and bible stories.

From ten in the morning until shortly after
midday on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
the church was able to welcome many children
and their parents to take part in the various activ-
ities provided. Everyone attending the club was
assigned to either the red or the blue team, and a
friendly rivalry ensued between these two teams
as they competed to see which would gain the
most team points throughout the three days of
the club.

This year was a particularly special occasion, as

well as being the twelfth year of the holiday bible
club, it is also the 200 birthday of Free Grace
Baptist Church, and to mark this very special
event a commemorative mug was produced and
given to every child who attended for the three
days.

The church will be holding a number of other
special events throughout this anniversary year,
the next will be on May 14th when Dr John
Blanchard the internationally known Christian
preacher, teacher, apologist and author will be
speaking on the subject of 'Has Science got rid of
God?'

More information about the Holiday Bible
Club, the bi-centennial celebrations, and our
normal weekly meetings at Free Grace Baptist
Church can be found on our web site at
www.free-grace.org.uk

Snakes and Ladders at Free Grace

A new system for paying council rent and
Council Tax in Greenwich is set to make life
more convenient for residents.
Council tenants will be able to choose from 170
outlets across the borough, such as post offices,
instead of having to visit one of Greenwich
Council’s 13 cash offices.
People will also have more choice about when
they pay, as some of the outlets will be open in
the evenings and at weekends.
The scheme, agreed by the cabinet last week, is
part of the Council’s drive to make services more
convenient and accessible. Already, all
Greenwich residents, tenants and service users
can pay their bills online 
Convenient and cost effective

As well as being more convenient for residents,
and more secure for both residents and staff, the
new service will be cheaper to run. It is expected
it will save the Council £500,000 every year,
which can then be ploughed back into local serv-
ices.
Councillor David Gardner, cabinet member for
modernisation, said: “The new system will save
residents from making a separate trip to the cash
office to pay.
“Under the new system, they should be able to
pay their bills at the same time as picking up the
Thamesmead Chronicle or drawing their pen-
sion or money from their bank, which will make
their lives easier.”

Greenwich modernise rent collectionHamble Stars race
for Coronation Cup
On Sunday 10th April at Erith Yacht Club on the
Thames 8 Hamble Stars gathered for the Hamble
Star Class Association race for the prestigious
Coronation Cup.  Plenty of preparation was
required before the race; Star owners had been
busy weeks before.  The moderate winds and bril-
liant sunshine later in the day meant that sailors
and spectator alike enjoyed the two races.  

After racing a presentation on the club ship took
place.  The Commodore gave out little gifts for
the winners and gracious losers.  Winners of both
races, and trophy winners, were Richard Banner
and Tom Murphy in Star 115.

TriForum Easter of fun
TriForum  kept lots of young people busy and
happy over the Easter break,

from Belvedere, Slade Green, and Erith kicked of
their holidays with an Easter Egg hunt which was
run in all three locations.

Supported by Respond Community Matters, over
60 young people hunted down hundreds of clues,
to cash in for loads of Easter Eggs.

Just to prove it is not all chocolate and calories 

The TriForum ran a Sports Taster Event at Erith
School Community Sports Centre, with 87 young
people aged 8-15 getting a chance to try aikido,
basketball, football and trampoline, plus a gym-
nastics session with Europa Gymnastics and row-
ing practice led by Erith Rowing Club. The event
was supported by 10 community volunteers, a
young volunteer and 2 youth workers from
Bexley Council

On 9th April TriForum launched their new bas-
ketball training sessions, sponsored by The Bexley
Children's Fund and London 2012 - Volunteer To
Win. 

A full complement of 30 young people have
signed up for the older age group, whilst there are
still places available for 4-7 year olds. The sessions
take place on Saturday afternoons at Erith School
Community Sports Centre, with the 4-7's session
running from 1.00 - 1.30 pm - call 07910 995788

to book a place.

Home Spiked
Bexley Community Safety Partnership has paid
for security spikes to be installed on walls around
Bushey Court Residential Home in Slade Green
after residents were subjected to intimidation,
with young hooligans dropping down into the
gardens and banging on their windows.

The manager of the home, Gillian Redsell,
brought the problem to the attention of Slade
Green Community Safety Action Zone’s
Operations Committee, which made money
available for the work.

Both the Slade Green CSAZ Co-ordinator and
Ward Officers hope that this will deal with the
problem for Gillian Redsell and the residents at
Bushey Court. They will be monitoring the situ-
ation carefully over the coming months.

Pictured making the Bushey Court Residential
Home a safer placer to be are ward officer PC
Dave Bradley; Manager, Gillian Redsell; Tim
Kelly from BR Stacey Fencing Contractors and
Annettee Hines from Slade Green CSAZ.

Loan scheme for
home owners 
If you are a home owner  in Greenwich on low
income, you may be able to get a grant or loan
to help with the cost of repairs to your home.

The scheme is one of the first in the country
to give loans to homeowners. Residents can
apply for grants and interest-free loans to pay
for improvements to bring their homes up to a
decent standard. It was launched last
September, but has already approved more than
70 loans.

Local resident praises the scheme
Local resident Diane Smith, a mother of two,

was recently given a grant and a loan for a new
roof and new windows at her Abbey Wood
home. She says the change has improved her
quality of life.

Diane, who is on income support, had a roof
that was leaking so badly that she had to put
buckets down in her daughter’s bedroom every
time it rained.

She said: “I was visiting a Council building in
Woolwich and happened to see a poster saying
that if you have housing problems then you can
get help.

“I told the Council about the water coming
through the roof. I could not have afforded to
have the work done so it has been a big help.”

When the Council’s building surveyor visit-
ed her home, she was told that as well as a grant
to replace her roof, she was also eligible for an
interest-free loan to replace her rotting win-
dows. The loan does not have to be repaid until
the house is sold.

Diane is keen to urge others who have prob-
lems with their home to find out more about
the scheme.

Who qualifies for a loan?
People are eligible for the scheme if they are

living on means tested benefits or qualifying tax
credits and have someone in their household
who is aged over 60, under 16, disabled or has
a long term serious illness.

The amount of the grant and loan is based on
the cost of the works identified by the
Council’s surveyor as needed to bring the prop-
erty up to decent homes standard, and there is a
maximum of £7,000 for the grant and £23,000
for the loan.

Council committed to raising standards
Councillor John Fahy, Cabinet member for

Decent Homes, said: “Home improvements
can be expensive, so it is great that the Council
can help out where perhaps people do not have
the disposable income to spend thousands of
pounds in cash.

“The fact that the Council is one of the first
in the country to have this type of scheme is an
example of our commitment to making sure
every borough resident, whether they are a
Council tenant or a homeowner, has the right
to live in a warm and insulated home.”

For more information about the scheme call
the Private Sector Renewal Team on 020 8921
2614.

Fly-Tipping And Street Scene
Review For Bexley
Improving the way the streets in Bexley look
and ensuring the borough is no longer per-
ceived as a place where it is acceptable or cost
free to abandon waste are the key themes
emerging from a recent review into Bexley's
street scenes and fly-tipping.

The Chronicle
Over 60,000 people just like you read every issue of the Chronicle.

We have more readers in Bexley with our five editions than the Daily
Telegraph or any of the other quality dailies.

If you’re seeking to influence readers in Bexley

Call us now on 020 8302 6150
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Swanley’s Holiday Hotel
The Swanley Town Council operates an hotel
in Eastbourne - Swanley Court Hotel.
Bookings are taken at the Civic Centre
Reception. The price for this year is from £112
per person which includes one weeks half
board accommodation and return coach trans-
port from Swanley.  You can view the hotel at
www.swanleycourt.co.uk or telephone the
Civic Centre on 01322 665855 for further
details. 

New Youth Initiative
Swanley Town Council invites all young people
aged between 8 -16 years who live in Swanley,
Hextable or Swanley Village to enjoy the bene-
firts of a new and exciting initiative "Passport to
Leisure".

The Passport to Leisure is a membership
scheme which costs £5 per person per year
(subsidies available).  Once joined up mem-
bers can have discounted entry on events and
activities, or subsidised transport costs on trips
out.  Different activities will be organised for
the two age groups, 8-12 year olds and 13-16
year olds and suitably trained staff will escort
the members on outings etc.

For just £5 a year you can enjoy cheaper
activities and outings ie ten-pin bowling, cine-
ma trips, theatre workshops etc. Membership
forms available from the Town Council offices
in St Mary's Road, and the Tourist Information
Centre in Swanley Library.

Other Concessions for Passport to Leisure
members include:
Reduced rates for Focus on the Arts sessions
(drama, dance & music), reduced rates for
Sevenoaks Playhouse Youth Theatre, reduced
membership of The Olympic Snooker Club,
discounted swims and swim & flumes at White
Oak Leisure Centre (for 8-16 years of age).

Former Orphanage set
to Re-discover its Past 
A new South East heritage project, at Furness
School in Kent, which was formerly an orphan-
age known as the Swanley Home for Little
Boys, will be getting underway shortly as a
result of the latest Local Heritage Initiative
(LHI) awards.

Pupils past and present, the Womens
Institute and History and Gardening Societies
will be contributing to an investigation of the
school’s Naval heritage. In the early 20th cen-
tury Sir Christopher Furness, a shipping mag-
nate, became involved with the school and the
residential boys received an education in sea-
manship and nautical skills, before being sent to
the Merchant Navy once they had completed
their schooling.

The project is receiving funding of £22,099
from the LHI scheme, along with £2800 from
Nationwide Building Society to help pupils
with specific needs take part in researching
their heritage. Present pupils will interview past
pupils of the school using costume and story
telling to video-record the interpretation of the
pupils’ experiences. They will visit Greenwich
Maritime Museum to research the school’s
links with the Navy and will publish a series of
booklets and education packs on the subject.
They will also research the school’s self-suffi-
cient Victorian Garden, finding out about tradi-
tional vegetable crops and cooking skills. There
will be a free exhibition displaying the findings.

Lynda Dawson, facilities and development
manager at Furness School, says: “We are excit-
ed about this project. We provide secondary
education for boys with emotional, behavioural
and social needs and the LHI money will pro-
vide specialist computer equipment, ensuring
that all the pupils regardless of ability can take
part in the project and that data is recorded suc-
cessfully. The pupils will also get expert train-
ing in making videos, booklets and education
packs. They will produce an exhibition with
interpretation panels and display boards, which
will enable the local community to have access
to the findings”.

Overweight in
Hextable?
Mother of two, Louise Rudd was so impressed
with Slimming World and losing 3 stone in just
nine months she decided to join them as a con-
sultant starting a new Group in Hextable.

It was her Nan who first suggested  she should
go to her local Slimming World group in
Swanley.

Louise said "as both my Nan and Aunt had
done so well I decided to give it a go, I had noth-
ing to lose." I did not know what to expect that
first day. I was so nervous but everybody was so
welcoming, there was no humiliation and I was
so relieved to find my weight was kept confiden-
tial. The plan was so easy to follow and I could
still enjoy all mv favourite things like chips, take-
aways, wine and chocolate and I still lost weight.

Because it is just healthy everyday food the
whole family enjoys the meals Louise cooks her
husband Nick has had to buy a new wardrobe
because he's lost over 3 stone!

If you are overweight you should contact
Louise and join her new group in the Scouts
Hall, The Heritage Centre, Crawfords (off of
College Road) Hextable on Thursday 28th April
at 7pm. For more information telephone  01322
662980.

Swanley 'Get Sorted' project
Swanley residents are set to continue to benefit
from one-to-one healthy lifestyle advice, follow-
ing the success of a three month pilot project
called 'Get Sorted'.
Sevenoaks District Council and Sencio
Community Leisure have decided to extend the
project until September after over 200 Swanley
residents benefitted from advice on healthy eat-
ing and exercise between January and March
2005. Sencio Community Leisure's Elaine Roles
and Kel Sweeney, based at White Oak Leisure
Centre, will continue to provide healthy lifestyle
support. The scheme helps people with nutrition
and diet advice, support with exercise and a
lifestyle questionnaire.
'Get Sorted' is a joint initiative organised by
Sevenoaks District Council's Healthy Lifestyles
Project and Sencio Community Leisure and is
funded by the Big Lottery Fund. The scheme
encourages local residents to lead a healthier
lifestyle. Those involved receive a free welcome
pack containing a variety of information leaflets
about exercise and healthy eating, as well as a free
stepometer.
Anyone keen to get involved should call or text
Elaine Roles and Kel Sweeney on 07849 893691.

New Ash Green
Village Centre
New Ash Green residents have the opportunity
to shape possible improvements to the village
centre when a 'Planning for Real' consultation
exercise takes place in the village on 23 and 27
April.

As part of the 'Planning for Real' exercise a
family fun day will be held on Saturday 23 April
at New Ash Green Village Hall from 10am to
4pm. Local people will be invited to see a large
scale model of the centre and place 'option' cards
where they would like to see changes or
improvements. The impressive one to 100 scale
model, which covers 14 square metres, will also
include mock ups of the centre's buildings made
by local school children. 

The fun day will consist of games and activities
for all the family including a free ice rink, face
painting and a free prize draw. All New Ash
Green residents are welcome to attend.

Residents will have another opportunity to see
the model on Wednesday 27 April at the Youth
and Community Centre from 6.30pm to 9pm.
All views expressed at both events will be written
up into a report which will help inform any
future developments on the site.

The centre owners will use the information
from the report to look into the options of devel-
oping a master plan. When the plan has been
finalised and approved by the District Council a
planning application may follow. Should the
landowners decide to proceed with the improve-
ments to the village centre, the process before a
planning application is submitted, could take
around two years. 

Planning for real consultations have previously
taken place in other parts of Sevenoaks District
most notably in Swanley and Sevenoaks where
they have been used to help improve local com-
munities.

Sevenoaks District Council agreed last month
to work with the landowners to find out local
people's views on the centre.

New Ash Green village was built in the late
1960s and enlarged again in the 1970s.

The village centre, which is owned by three
private landowners, includes a range of retail out-
lets often catering for niche markets. Many of the
shops thrived until the 1980s and 1990s when
consumer behaviour patterns changed and com-
petition from nearby centres grew. This resulted
in the centre becoming commercially less suc-
cessful with a number of empty shops.

20 Years of Twinning
- Arts Exhibition
The Swanley Twinning Association is marking
the twentieth anniversary of the signing of the
Twinning Charter between Swanley and
Verrieres-le-Buisson (France) by organising an
Arts Exhibition involving three towns, Swanley,
Verrieres-le-Buisson and Hovelhof (Germany).
It will take place in the Spring of 2005 to coin-
cide with the annual exchange visit by friends
from Verrieres-le-Buisson.

The work of local artists from the three towns
together with art produced by children from
Swanley Schools will be exhibited.  Most of the
schools in Swanley have now 'signed up' and will
be participating in the exhibition.

The aim is to provide a showcase for the tal-

ent of local artists from the three towns; provide
an artistic showcase for the children of Swanley
School; promote Swanley and maintain and
develop the cultural links with Verrieres-le-
Buisson, Hovelhof with a view to developing
future links with friends in Plettenberg Bay in
South Africa.

The exhibition will be held at the Alexandra
Suite, St. Mary's Road, Swanley from 10am -
4pm on Saturday 30 April and Sunday 1 May
2005.

Anyone interested in exhibiting at the Three
Towns Art Exhibition should contact the
Exhibition Co-ordinator, c/o Swanley Twinning
Association tel 01322 663110 for an application.

For further information on twinning please
contact  Roger Bryan, Chairman of Swanley
Twinning Association on 01322 664754.
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Ferrier resident
wins prize draw 
Ferrier estate resident Mrs Marija Kurmoo was
the lucky winner of a prize draw that formed
part of an exhibition to give local people a say
on developers’ plans for the regeneration of
Kidbrooke.
More than 400 local people attended the exhi-
bition and those who filled in a questionnaire
were entered into the prize draw.  
Listening to resident's views
Deputy Leader of Greenwich Council,
Councillor Peter Brooks presented Mrs
Kurmoo with her prize of £140 worth of John
Lewis shopping vouchers.
He said: “I am delighted that so many local peo-
ple attended the exhibition and completed the
questionnaires, it gives us an indication of how
people feel about the plans of the developers
who want to take the Kidbrooke scheme for-
ward.   We’ve always made it clear that we’ll
take the views of residents into account when
we choose a developer to work with us to trans-
form the Kidbrooke Vision into reality.”
Bring the community together
Mrs Kurmoo, who has lived on the Estate for
26 years added: “I thought that the exhibition
on the future of the estate was very interesting.
It was a little daunting at first because there is so
much that will be going on.  The exhibition,
like many of the meetings we have been attend-
ing, has brought the community together as we
all discuss the options for the future.”
What happens next
The Council is evaluating the feedback
received from residents as it prepares for the
next stage of the selection process. This will
involve the developers will be formally inter-
viewed by Officers from the Council, English
Partnerships and the Housing Corporation.

Warning to traders 
Street traders are being warned not to break the
rules as part of an ongoing operation to clamp
down on illegal trading.
Staff from Greenwich’s Trading Standards have
seized an ice-cream van that was illegally trad-
ing on King William Walk in Greenwich,
where selling ice cream from vans is not
allowed.
Officers removed the van after they saw the
owner selling to the public just after 12.30pm
on Sunday afternoon. He was allowed to
remove perishable foods before the van was
put into storage.
The Council is now deciding whether to pros-
ecute.
A hot chestnut seller, who was trading without
a licence, also had his equipment seized.
A warning to traders
Councillor Angela Cornforth, Deputy Leader
of the Council, said: “The restrictions on where
traders can sell their wares are there for a reason
and this case should serve as a warning to those
traders who operate illegally.
“Not only are these vans blocking parking
spaces that could be used for residents, but they
can cause obstructions to traffic and sometimes
pose a danger to the public if dangerously
parked.
“Now that the sun has come out an ice-cream
can be a nice family treat for residents and visi-
tors alike, but this does not mean traders can
ignore the rules.”

New payment
cards on their way
A NEW system for paying council rent and
Council Tax   is now going live.
Payment cards are being sent to residents, and
are replacing the existing rent swipe cards and
Council Tax payment booklets.
Once residents have received their new card,
they will be able to choose to pay at one of more
than 170 outlets in the borough, including
shops, garages and post offices. This will even-
tually replace the existing system of cash offices.
The new system will make it easier to pay rent
and Council Tax, and will save the Council
£500,000 every year, which can then be
ploughed back into frontline services.
As well at the extra outlets, tenants will also be
able to pay their rent by other methods, includ-
ing online at  www.greenwich.gov.uk, by stand-
ing order, at the Borough Treasurer’s Office in
Wellington Street, and by cheque, debit or cred-
it card. Also they can pay Council Tax by direct
debit by telephoning 020 8921 4147.
Along with the cards, a letter is being sent to
residents to explain the new system, along with
an attached list of outlets in the borough.
Councillor John Fahy, Cabinet Member for
Decent Homes, said: “We are excited about this
change in the way we receive Council Tax and
rent because it will be so much more conven-
ient for residents than the existing way.
“While in the past people might have to make a
separate trip, now they will be able to pay while
doing their regular shopping.
“As well as being easier for our residents, it will
also save the Council money. This is part of our
drive to make sure tax payers are getting the
best possible value for their Council Tax. This
will also be a boost for local businesses and help
sustain the local economies that are so impor-
tant to having thriving local communities.”
Cllr David Gardner, Cabinet Member for
Modernisation added: "This is another major
step by Greenwich Council in improving access
for all our customers - last year we launched
our new website with online payments and the
new council contact centre for those preferring
to do deal with the council over the telephone
and this year we are launching the new All-pay
system where residents can use a wide range of
payment points in post offices and stores
throughout the Borough.

MPs'surgeries
John Austin MP holds regular advice surgeries
for constituents in Erith, Thamesmead and
Plumstead, usually on the first and third Friday
and Saturday of each month. For an appoint-
ment or further details please call 020 8311
4444 or marnhami@Parliament.uk

Nigel Beard MP for Bexleyheath and Crayford
holds regular surgeries for constituents on the
last Saturday of each month. Surgeries start at
10am to 12.30pm at various locations around
the constituency. Contact Pat Gray on 01322
332261.

Derek Conway TD MP holds regular surgeries
at his constituency office, 19 Station Road,
Sidcup and at Blackfen Library, Falconwood
Community Centre and Welling Library. For
information on dates and times call 020 8308
0398.

Eco-friendly scheme
offers residents hot
savings 
Residents across Greenwich can now warm up
their homes more efficiently thanks to a new
Council-backed scheme that offers discounts on
loft insulation and other energy saving improve-
ments.

Warm & Wise offers discounts of up to 60%
for home improvements such as loft and cavity
wall insulation to all borough residents, includ-
ing private tenants, owner-occupiers and land-
lords.

One resident in the south of the borough
who had her loft insulated through the scheme
said, ‘I pay my heating bills by direct debit, so I
won’t notice any savings until I get into credit.
But I’ve already noticed the house getting
warmer.’

The scheme, which runs all year round, helps
the Council’s overall aim of making the bor-
ough’s homes energy efficient by cutting carbon
dioxide emissions that cause global warming. 

Councillor Jagir Sekhon, the Council’s
Cabinet Member for the Environment, com-
mented, ‘I think it’s wonderful to get lofts insu-
lated this way. It keeps the house warm and you
out of the cold by saving you money.’ 

A warm welcome: Cllr Jagir Sekhon with
Warm & Wise's David Shewan and resident Pam
Bleyswyck.

Counterfeit euros
Spanish police have seized the biggest haul of
counterfeit euro notes since the currency was
introduced three years ago.The raid uncovered
forged notes worth E2.5m along with printing
equipment, 16 guns, four luxury cars and a kilo-
gram of hashish. The gang, all arrested, includ-
ed twenty-seven Spaniards, a Moroccan and a
Uruguayan.

Bexley’s Transport
Policies
The Council's consultation draft of the Local
Implementation Plan (LIP) sets out the bor-
ough's proposals and programmes for imple-
menting the Mayor of London's Transport
Strategy across Bexley. This is a statutory docu-
ment, required by the Greater London
Authority Act 1999.

Bexley is working towards a transport net-
work that builds on the borough’s strengths,
supports the local economy and strengthens
local communities. The draft LIP takes this into
consideration, looking at the wider strategic
context as well as local needs and aspirations, the
borough's demographics and the current local
transport network.

Bexley Council will be seeking views as wide-
ly as possible on the LIP until the end of May.
Consultation has already begun with neigh-
bouring boroughs, partners and agencies such as
the  Highways Agency, Network Rail, Strategic
Rail Authority, Transport 2000 and the Fire and
Emergency Planning Authority.

Surveys are also being conducted with the
Bexley Internet Panel, and TalkBack Panel dis-
cussions will be held with LA21 Transport and
Traffic Group, Chamber of Commerce and res-
idents and business focus groups in the bor-
ough. There will also be an opportunity to get
information on the draft LIP at town centre
forum meetings.

Once feedback has been received and com-

ments and suggestions have been considered,
the final document will be produced and sub-
mitted to Transport for London by mid-
September 2005, for approval by the Mayor of
London in December 2005.

A copy of the draft LIP document is available
at www.bexley.gov.uk/lip. Copies can also be
seen in the reference section of local libraries.

China's
Manufacturing
Their industry is under threat from high energy
consumption, low output and production effi-
ciency, low value added products, heavy pollu-
tion value-added and shortage of high technolo-
gies said a senior official last week. Xu Kuangdi
said recent changes are needed to balance the
country's growth with its environmental impact.

£60m compensation
'The Royal Mail's poor performance in 2004
cost the postal service dear. Customers received
record compensation of £60m in 2004 after it
failed to meet any of the targets set by regulator
Postcomm' Businesses received a payout of
£42M and private customer £16.5m as a result.

Cannabis factories?
The police have successfully closed down 21
cannabis factories across the Bexley since
August 2004.

“As well as the drugs themselves we have
seized many thousands of pounds of equipment
and vigourously pursue all drug dealers not only
to convict them, but to identify any assets they
may have obtained from such activity” say the
police.

Cllr Chris Ball says: ”We appeal to residents
to keep their eyes and ears open and help us by
reporting anything which they may think is sus-
picious. “

Signs to look out for:

- Windows will be permanently covered from
the inside 

- Visits to the addresses will not match nor-
mal residents patterns

- The offenders may call daily or weekly, but
only for short periods

- Removal of quantities of black bags

- Premises tend to be those in areas where
property is available for low rent

- Compost bags and other gardening equip-
ment in the garden but near the back door

- A pungent smell emanating from the prop-
erty

- Sometimes a vent protruding through the
roof tiles

Most of these properties are normal residen-
tial homes, set in average streets and all have
adjoining properties (neighbours).

Most of the properties have been rented
through letting agents and then turned into
sophisticated cultivation factories using the lat-
est in hydroponics, industrial lighting, even
industrial standard heat extractors to channel
heat, needed to grow the cannabis plants.

These factories draw more electricity than
most homes and therefore can be extremely
unstable and dangerous potential fire hazards.

Who to contact?

The partnership can be reached on the freep-
hone number 0800 389 5013 or via the website
www.bexley.gov.uk/communitysafety. Or call
Crimestoppers 0800 555111.




