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My Austin with Cllr. Peter Brooks are pictured
here with some of their finds

L Clean-Up Campaign
John Austin MP, put on his Wellies and rubber
gloves when he joined volunteers working with
the Charity, Thames21, in cleaning up the Canal
and surrounding areas in Thamesmead Town
Centre.

He told the Chronicle: “Thamesmead has one
of the largest systems of canals in Europe and they
are rich in wild-life. Due to the irresponsible

actions of some there are high levels of litter, fly-

Authentic Indian and Bangladeshi Restaurant
“Indian food with a difference”

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

14TH MAY
Join us for a special

“ELvVIS NIGHT”’

11TH JUNE
Join us for an

‘“Abba Girls”’ evening

Weekly Live Entertainment with various artists.
Monday - Thursday

tipping and vandalism which drive some people
away as the areas look neglected and unsafe.
Thames21’s drive to reduce litter by getting local
people involved in its work is an important part of
the strategy to bring Thamesmead’s waterways to
life”

John Austin was joined by Greenwich
Council’s Deputy Leader, Councillor Peter
Brooks, a Thamesmead resident who represents
the Thamesmead Moorings Ward which includes
the Town Centre.

Working with Thamesmead’s River Keeper,
Geoff Williams, their haul from the stretch of
Butts Canal between the two bridges in the Town
Centre at Joyce Dawson Way included a shopping
trolley, two bicycles, several road-works barriers,
two large cash boxes (empty), a litter bin, six traftic
cones, three rat traps and dozens of drink cans and
plastic bags. Volunteers also cleared the banks of’
the canals of large volumes of litter.

Whilst working, the volunteers were treated to
a visit from two black Australian Swans which
have been breeding locally, and who arrived with
their young cygnets.

Thames21’s Thamesmead River Keeper, Geoff’
Williams said “As well as organising regular clean-
ups to clear litter and debris, we are also looking to
recruit Riverkeeper Volunteers to take part in litter
picks, planting, and removal of graffiti to prevent
small problems from escalating out of control.”

Banquet Menu Available throughout the week
* Sunday Buffet 12.00-5.00pm - Try our Spicy Roast
Catering up to 140 people - Large groups welcome
Takeaway service available with free delivery
within 3 miles 10% Discount on collection
* Free bottle of wine on orders above £20

01322 445748

45 Nuxley Road, Belvedere, Kent

Thamesmead’s Age Concern Pop-in-Parlour
celebrated Easter in style today with a BBQ
lunch, raffle, bingo and Easter bonnet competi-
tion.

There were 20 entries judged by Trust
Thamesmead’s Marketing & Communications
Officer Julia Hickson and Tilfen Land’s
Corporate Services Manager Maddy Achurch.
‘The handiwork was outstanding,” said Julia

L-R: Easter bonnet competition winner Mary Devereux with runners up_James Parish and Eileen Marlow

Easter Bonnet Competition

adding, “Everybody put a lot of time and effort
into decorating their hats. It was such a fun
day.”

Age Concern Pop-in-Parlour is based at
Evenlode House, Coralline Walk,
Thamesmead. They hold a whole range of
activities for the over 50’s, including lunch,
bowls, bingo and outings. New comers wel-
come. T: 020 8310 7437

MPs 15th anniversary

Erith & Thamesmead Labour Party came
together to celebrate the 15th Anniversary of’
John Austin's election to Parliament. They were
joined by colleagues from Eltham who had
previously been part of John's constituency.

He was also celebrating his recent re-selection as
Labour candidate to fight the next General
Election.

Austin thanked the members for the confidence
they had shown in him by reselecting him
unanimously. He was confident that Labour
would win both locally and nationally under a
Gordon Brown premiership, but he said there
was no room for complacency as the next
Election would be fought on new boundaries.
Before the next election, Erith & Thamesmead
will lose the Larner Road and Lesney Farm
estates in Colyers ward to Bexleyheath &
Crayford, and West Thamesmead and Glyndon
in Plumstead to Greenwich & Woolwich. Erith
& Thamesmead will gain the former Bostall area
in Belvedere, Lesnes Abbey and
Northumberland Heath wards from
Bexleyheath & Crayford and parts of the Slade
and Plumstead Common from Eltham.

Walk to school say’s
Minister

Children in two Bexley schools and three in
Greenwich will be able to start their summer
term by walking to school, thanks to nearly

£138,000 of new grants being awarded to
selected primary schools.

The five schools in Bexley and Greenwich are
being funded under the walking to school grant
launched by Douglas Alexander in November
last year. The scheme gives money for walking
buses and other walking initiatives in primary
schools, and already, this is expected to see

the number of walking buses across the country
triple.

Douglas Alexander said "Nationally, over 3000
primary schools will receive walking to school
grants. That's more than one in six across the
country, which is great news. The more children
walk to school, the more they keep fit and
healthy, the greater the benefits in cutting
congestion and pollution around their schools.
It's also good for helping to tackle climate
change. I'look forward to seeing many more
children walking to school ." Schools Minister,
Andrew Adonis said: "We are taking action to
encourage local councils to put tackling the
school run congestion at the heart of their
transport policies. The environment will also
benefit from investment, rising to £50 million
per annum, to expand free bus travel for low
income families, extending their choice of
school."

The grant is part of the Government's
"Travelling to School" project which aims to
reduce car use for journeys to school.

* [ wonder how the children from Erith feel after
walking to Cleeve Park in Sidcup. I bet they can’t keep
their eyes open! Ed

If you have a view on any of the stories in The Chronicle write and let us know.
Newsdesk, Andrew House, Granville Road, Sidcup, Kent DA14 4BN.

newsdesk@bexleychronicle.com

www.bexleychronicle.com

e Lheonicle June

Out on 23 May * Copy deadline is 16 May

The Chronicle is published by: Stone Leisure Ltd;

Andrew House, Granville Road, Sidcup, Kent DA14 4BN

The Chronicle and everything in it is Copyright ©2007 Stone Leisure Ltd.
No material may be reproduced or used in any way without the express
written permission of the publishers.




Swanley

The Swanley & Dartford

WWW.BEXLEYCHRONICLE.COM WWW.BEXLEYCHRONICLE.COM WWW.BEXLEYCHRONICLE.COM WWW.BE

nicle.. ...

ONICLE.COM WWW.BEXLEYCHRONICLE.COM WWW.BEXLEYCHRONICLE.COM

New Ash Green
residents

New Ash Green residents can get fit and active in
preparation for the summer when weekly health
walks come to the town.

The walks will take place every Wednesday at
10.30am, started on 25 April. They begin and end
at New Ash Green Library, lasting no longer than
one hour.

There is no need to book, you can just turn up
and walk, and all ages and abilities are welcome to
attend and everyone is encouraged to walk at their
own pace.

Health walks have already been running
successfully in Swanley since Septemer 2004 as
part of the Council’s Healthy Lifestyles Project.

The walks are being co-ordinated by Sevenoaks
District Council and Ash-Cum-Ridley Parish
Council.

Spam & Corn Beef!

On 16 March Moat residents from St Andrew’s
Court, a sheltered housing scheme in Swanley,
went back in time to World War Tivo and took
pupils from Birchwood Primary School with
them! The students have been studying the
twentieth century and residents from St Andrew’s
Court provided them with invaluable first hand
knowledge and war time memories. Moat
organised the event as part of their ongoing
community initiative strategy to provide
interesting activities for their residents while
providing a fascinating and educational experience
for local young people.

St Andrew’s Court residents gathered
photographs and memorabilia such as food ration
books and identity cards to show the young
people. The pupils were intrigued by a model of a
replica Motor Torpedo Boat PT596 built by Ron
Wright, one of the residents at St Andrew’s Court.

Moat’s community development manager,
Graeme Bosley, wore a 1940s khaki tunic. The
youngsters were amazed at the rough texture of
the fabric which would have been very
uncomfortable to wear! They viewed an original
issue Royal Marine’s case and a Women’s Royal
Navy Service (WRNS) uniform.

Anne Atkinson, Moat’s resident participation
officer, dressed up for the day in appropriate attire
helped to organise a typical 1940s tea. "Spam and
corned beef sandwiches were enjoyed by the
youngsters and residents, followed by a treat of the
era - jam tarts," said Anne.

She added; "The class was fascinated to see a
replica of the Titanic built by Mr Wright. The
detail was amazing, with lots of miniature people
on board!"

"Tt was such an interesting afternoon! It was
great to hear the children asking questions about
the war," said Moat resident, Betty Moss.

TtL deliberately delay trattic!

|

Lesley Dyball, Mayor of Swanley, visited patients,
staff and volunteers at Ellenor Hospice at Home
in Dartford.

In the morning the Mayor went on a home
visit with Ellenor’s Transition Clinical Nurse
Specialist, Bev Barclay to visit one of our young
patients being cared for in their home. The
Mayor commented “This has given me a
valuable insight into the lives of the people
Ellenor care for and the nurses who attend to

Ellenor hospice welcomes Mayor

them. It also shows the real importance and
value that the homecare service provides for
patients and their family members.”

In the afternoon the Mayor stayed for lunch
and spent time with patients in the Activity
Support Group, chatting with them and looking
at their art and craftwork.

Linda Trew Fundraising Manager said “We are
so grateful to the Mayor for choosing the Ellenor

as one of her charities to support during her
term. It was wonderful for both patients and staff’
to have the Mayor visit and spend the day at the
centre with us, it was enjoyed by all.”

The Mayor will be climbing Ben Nevis in May
in the hope to raise extra funds before her term
as Mayor comes to an end. If you would like to
sponsor the Mayor in this challenge please
contact the Ellenor fundraising team on tel:

01322221315 j

Bexley Council has condemned the
sudden decision by Transport for
London to axe the 'tidal flow' system
at the Blackwall Tunnel - the system
whereby in the morning rush hour
northbound traffic is able to use a
southbound tunnel to ease
congestion. It’s already causing
additional delays of up to forty
minutes to n hour!

ClIr Peter Craske, the Council's
Cabinet Member for Transport said:

"It appears that Transport for
London are deliberately increasing
traffic congestion at one of the key
bottlenecks in London. They seem
more keen than ever to create
gridlock instead of keeping the
traffic flowing.

"T have seen no evidence that this is
anything to do with road safety. It
looks like a decision to deliberately
increase congestion at a place where
plans are being considered for a toll.

I strongly suspect that in a few
months we will be told that there
has been a huge increase in
congestion and there is no choice
but to introduce a toll.

"T very much hope this is not a
cynical ploy."

* Could Peter be right! Maybe a decision
on the new bridge is about to be
announced and be the saviour of those
needing regular access north and south. Ed

Don’t forget to vote

on May 3rd
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MPs 15th anniversary

Erith & Thamesmead Labour Party came
together to celebrate the 15th Anniversary of
John Austin's election to Parliament. They
were joined by colleagues from Eltham who
had previously been part of John's
constituency.

He was also celebrating his recent re-selection
as Labour candidate to fight the next General
Election.

Austin thanked the members for the
confidence they had shown in him by
reselecting him unanimously. ~ He was
confident that Labour would win both locally
and nationally under a Gordon Brown
premiership, but he said there was no room for
complacency as the next Election would be
fought on new boundaries. Before the next
election, Erith & Thamesmead will lose the
Larner Road and Lesney Farm estates in
Colyers ward to Bexleyheath & Crayford, and
West Thamesmead and Glyndon in Plumstead
to Greenwich & Woolwich.  Erith &
Thamesmead will gain the former Bostall area
in  Belvedere, Lesnes Abbey and
Northumberland  Heath  wards  from
Bexleyheath & Crayford and parts of the Slade
and Plumstead Common from Eltham.

Overcrowding over?
Network Rail is investigating the possibility of
spending over £2 million over the next two
years on new rolling stock on the Bexleyheath
and Sidcup lines. The Network Rail Business
Plan published on 3 April 2007 gives an
executive overview of their detailed plans for
the coming year and highlights their proposed
spending over the next two years. The plan
includes outline proposals to introduce 12 car
trains on both the Bexleyheath and Sidcup
lines and carry out associated platform
extension works at a number of stations
including Eltham.

Walk to school...

Children in two Bexley schools and three in
Greenwich will be able to start their summer
term by walking to school, thanks to nearly
£138,000 of new grants being awarded to
selected primary schools.

The five schools in Bexley and Greenwich are
being funded under the walking to school
grant launched by Douglas Alexander in
November

last year. The scheme gives money for walking
buses and other walking initiatives in primary
schools, and already; this is expected to see
the number of walking buses across the
country triple.

Douglas Alexander said "Nationally, over 3000
primary schools will receive walking to school
grants. That's more than one in six across the
country, which is great news. The more
children walk to school, the more they keep fit
and healthy, the greater the benefits in cutting
congestion and pollution around their schools.
It's also good for helping to tackle climate
change. I look forward to seeing many more
children walking to school ." Schools Minister,
Andrew Adonis said: "We are taking action to
encourage local councils to put tackling the
school run congestion at the heart of their
transport policies. The environment will also
benefit from investment, rising to £50 million
per annum, to expand free bus travel for low
income families, extending their choice of’
school."

The grant is part of the Government's
"Travelling to School" project which aims to
reduce car use for journeys to school.

e [ wonder how the children from Erith feel after
walking to Cleeve Park in Sidcup. I bet they can’t
keep their eyes open! Ed
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Basin and North Greenwich. Previous
generations would not recognise the changes
that have taken place; slum areas and docks have
been replaced by skyscraper blocks and luxury
apartments. Thankfully some of the ‘old’
remains and we passed “The Grapes’ public
house frequented by Dickens and which still
retains its riverside terrace where it was said that
the river at high tide resembled the sea; it was
very easy to imagine that happening on a stormy
night. Members were taken to the exact spot
where in 1858 the largest ship in the world at
that time, the SS Great Eastern, was launched
sideways, resulting in a massive wave which
drowned a member of the public witnessing the
scene on the opposite bank of the Thames!

(l"hc group stopped at ‘Jamie’s’, near Canary
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Diabetics enjoy docklands walk

A group of members enjoyed a Thames
Docklands Walk led by David Sims-Baker along
the stretch of the Thames between Limehouse

Whart Pier, overlooking the river. where we saw
Ron Arad’s sculpture Windwand, which is a 50
metre high slender red mast designed to sway
gently in the wind. It is listed in the Guinness
Book of Records as the tallest sculpture in the
world.

® The Diabetes UK Bexley Support Group offers
mutual support, information and advice to people
affected by diabetes — those with the condition and those
who care for them, through monthly newsletters, and
meetings when speakers are invited to talk to the group
and answer questions on all aspects of relative

healthcare. Meetings are held on the third Friday of

each month (excluding August) at the United Reformed
Church, Geddes Place, Bexleyheath at 7.30pm. New
members are very welcome. Please phone Sheila
Burston Executive Hon. Secretary on 0208 3022446
for further information.

J

TtL deliberately

delay traftic!

Bexley Council has condemned the sudden
decision by Transport for London to axe the
'tidal flow' system at the Blackwall Tunnel - the
system whereby in the morning rush hour
northbound traffic is able to use a southbound
tunnel to ease congestion. It’s already causing
additional delays of up to forty minutes to n
hour!

Cllr Peter Craske, the Council's Cabinet
Member for Transport said:

"It appears that Transport for London are
deliberately increasing traffic congestion at one
of the key bottlenecks in London. They seem
more keen than ever to create gridlock instead of

keeping the traffic flowing.
"T have seen no evidence that this is anything to
do with road safety. It looks like a decision to

deliberately increase congestion at a place where

plans are being considered for a toll. I strongly

suspect that in a few months we will be told that

there has been a huge increase in congestion and

there is no choice but to introduce a toll.

"I very much hope this is not a cynical ploy."

* Could Peter be right! Maybe a decision on the new
bridge is about to be announced and be the saviour of
those needing regular access north and south. Ed

The ‘Passey
Place’ to be

Local groups are being encouraged to take
advantage of the promotional opportunities at
Passey Place, alongside Eltham’s bustling High
Street. The paved pedestrian area has been
granted a licence to host a range of
entertainment activities including music,
dance, and street performances.

This is an ideal opportunity for local
performing arts groups (music, dance or
drama) to perform and promote their activities,
as well as attracting new members. Providing
you can offer colourful and lively
entertainment, there will be no charge!

Anyone wishing to book the area or receive
further information should contact the Eltham
Town Centre Manager, Alison Harris on 020
8850 6435 or email
alison.harris@greenwich.gov.uk

Eltham is cementing its position as a major
south-east London town centre. The Eltham
Centre, opening this Autumn, will have three
pools, healthy living centre, fully refurbished
library, new branch of Greenwich Community
College and a citizen’s advice bureau. It will
also host the first of the Council’s three local
service centres, offering access to a range of
council services in a modern and welcoming
environment.

Recent retail developments include the
refurbishment of Marks & Spencers, to
include the opening of a second trading floor.
Work will start soon and includes a large
expansion of the food court, the introduction
of the Per Una clothing range and a 90 seat
cafe. This considerable investment from a
major high street retailer is a huge sign of
confidence in the High Street and will help
boost the economy of the town centre.

Future developments include construction
starting soon on a new Lidl store and there has
been considerable interest in the new retail
opportunities for the former Co-op building.

investment in new Children’s Centres, and
programmes refurbish many primary schools
and either rebuild or refurbish every secondary
school in the borough.

Cleaner Air Beacon
for Greenwich

Greenwich Council has won a Beacon Award
for delivering cleaner air one of only two
winners in London.

Cllr Chris Roberts, Leader of Greenwich
Council, says: “We’ve placed great importance
on protecting the local environment for a
number of years. By improving the energy
efficiency of the borough’s homes, reducing
carbon emissions and promoting alternatives
to the car we’ve already started to achieve real
results for our residents, which this award
recognises.”

ClIr Roberts adds: “Delivering cleaner air
doesn’t happen overnight and the award
recognises our long-term commitment,
particularly through our planning and
transport policies, to this.
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