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Swanley SNAPs into
action!
Clubbers in Swanley can celebrate the half-
term break later this month when the popular
SNAP club night returns to the town.

Clubbers will be able to enjoy solo singers
Marc Downer and Kelly Pepper and an after
burn of DJ Ignition, playing the best dance,
chart and R'n'B, when the successful club night
comes to the Alexandra Suite in St Mary’s Road
from 7pm to 10.30pm on Thursday 31 May.

Advanced tickets are available for sale from
Swanley Town Council Offices and Sevenoaks
Leisure Centre for £5, or if you are a Passport to
Leisure member for £2.50 on production of a
membership card at Swanley Town Council
Offices. Organisers are advising clubbers to buy
tickets early to avoid disappointment.

Marc Downer, who latest single Sail With Me
will be released on the 28 May, will be per-
forming on the night along with Kelly Pepper.
Mark has also worked with producers such as
Franciz (Backstreet Boys), YOYO (The
Honeys) and Evo.

There will be a message board for clubbers to
leave messages for their mates, refreshments are
on sale again, along with glow sticks and jew-
ellery from the Re-Energise Refreshment Bar,
and the Chill Out Room will be open where
clubbers can kick back and relax.

Youth groups
travel at cost!
Local youth groups are reminded they can take
advantage of an scheme to help them get to and
from activities both inside and outside the
District.

Sevenoaks District Council’s subsidised
minibus scheme offers youth groups the chance
to book minibuses in the evenings and at
weekends. Groups can have up to three half-
price trips during the year with additional
journeys available at cost price.

Over 1,900 young people and their carers have
taken advantage of the scheme since it was
launched in February 2004.

Groups need to register with the Council to
be eligible for the scheme. Registration forms
and guidelines are available online at
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/youngpeople or Sally
Heyes, on 01732 227122 or
minibuses4youth@sevenoaks.gov.uk.

Safest District
in Kent
Recently released crime figures show that
Sevenoaks District is officially the safest in Kent
with the lowest recorded number of crimes in
the whole of the county last year.
The Kent Police figures reported that between
April 2006 and March 2007 there were 7,286
offences in the District, an 8% reduction on the
previous year and the lowest of the 12 local
authorities and one unitary authority in Kent.
Of the 15 measured categories Sevenoaks
District had the lowest number of recorded
crimes in six of them, including drug offences,
shoplifting, theft offences, and violence against
the person.

Dance venue
changes!
Swanley teenagers keep dancing after the pop-
ular EZ STEPZ dance classes were moved to a
new venue.
From this month all classes for teenagers that
were previously held at Hextable Dance on
Tuesdays are now being held at White Oak
Leisure Centre on Wednesdays.
The classes start with an hour of break dancing
at 4pm, from 5pm to 6pm there are hip-hop
and R’n’B classes for 15 to 19 year olds, and
from 6pm to 7pm there are hip-hop and R’n’B
classes for 8 to 14 year olds.
Classes cost £1 for Swanley residents and £4
for non-residents.
EZ STEPZ is a dance project that is run as
part of the Healthy Lifestyles Project, which is
funded by the Big Lottery Fund and managed
by Sevenoaks District Council.
If you have any questions please contact the
Healthy Lifestyles Co-ordinator on 01732
227000 or at
healthyswanley@sevenoaks.gov.uk. 

Dartford-based Evolution Football Academy are
running their second successive term of indoor
Saturday morning sessions at Swanley
Technology Centre, intending to improve the
skills and techniques of prospective young foot-
ballers. Evolution aim to encourage both boys
and girls to participate in Football to learn disci-
pline, team work and motivation, with the ses-
sions being delivered by F.A. qualified coaches,
and comprising of coaching and developing ball
skills, followed by five-a-side tournaments and
penalty shoot-outs.

Besides the indoor sessions which run term-
time between 10 a.m. and midday, the Academy

also offer one-hour outdoor sessions for infant
pupils at Princes Park, Dartford, on a Tuesday
evening between 7 p.m. and 8 p.m. on the new
all-weather community pitch.

Evolution Football Academy currently run
weekly one-hour after-school sessions in several
local Primary Schools in the area, and work in
partnership with Dartford Ladies F.C. to help
promote Girls Football in the borough.

For more information and details on costs,
interested young footballers or parents are invit-
ed to contact Catherine Fitzpatrick on 07783
551839.

Evolution Football Academy

Cyclists brave the rain to take part in the Kent One Day Bike Ride to raise funds for The Royal
British Legion’s Poppy Appeal

Legion of cyclists
Over 100 cyclists flocked to Sevenoaks Prep School on Sunday 13th May to take part in The Royal
British Legion’s first ever sponsored bike ride taking place solely in the UK. Despite the rain the
event was a great success. The final total raised in Kent is not yet known but it is hoped that the
three cycle rides the Legion is organising this year will raise a total of £500,000 towards the Legion’s
Poppy Support services that assist the serving and ex-Service community.
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Youngsters serve up at
new Eltham Park
Tennis fans in the borough have received a wel-
come boost with the reopening of the newly-
refurbished tennis courts at Eltham Park. 
The four courts, just off Glenesk Road, have
been re-laid with a Macadam all-weather hard-
court surface and new floodlights, which allow
play to continue into the evening. Additional
lighting around the courts will also increase
local safety. 
The £60,000 refurbishment was paid for by
Greenwich Council as part of the Lawn Tennis
Association’s ‘City Tennis Clubs’ initiative,
which aims to get more children and young
people from inner city areas playing the game. 
Greenwich Council Leader Councillor Chris
Roberts was on hand with local MP Clive
Efford to see the first balls served at the new
look courts and said, “Taking part in sport and
healthy exercise is a vital part of a child’s devel-

opment and I’m delighted we’re making great
progress in this area, especially in our added
responsibility as an Olympic borough. These
excellent facilities will back up the Council’s
ethos of tennis for everyone in the borough.” 
He added, “I’m sure that, with Wimbledon
coming round again soon, they will provide
hours of pleasure for players of all abilities in
Greenwich.” 
Mark Barker, 13, a student at Kidbrooke
School, said, “I came all the way from
Blackheath to train here to become a better ten-
nis player. It is my ambition to make it into the
world’s top ten one day.” 
Greenwich City Tennis Club also runs sessions
for juniors and adults at Eaglesfield Sports
Centre on the Shooters Hill Post 16 campus in
Red Lion Lane. To find out more about the
Greenwich City Tennis Club, call 020 8921
8088 or email
steve.johnston@greenwich.gov.uk

Despite the weather, 6,000 people flocked to
Greenwich Council’s Great Get Together at
Avery Hill Park on May 12.

With the world-famous Tour de France arriv-
ing in Greenwich on July 8, the theme of the
day was cycling and there was the chance to try
out some unusual machines and discover the
benefits of sport.

The music stage provided six hours of toe-
tapping entertainment and there were lots of
challenges and competitions, as well as a big
focus on health and well-being.

Cashier Sue Qualter came with her partner
Mark and his small cousins George, six, and
two-year-old Lewis. Sue said: “We’ve been to a
few Great Get Togethers in the past and this
probably has the most laid on that we have seen.
And it’s all free, I think it’s wonderful.”

Emma, 15, from Eltham, and her two friends
loved the stage entertainment. “My mum got a
leaflet about this and told us. We’re having a
good time.”

Around 1,500 visitors made their way to the
Talk Caf marquee, to speak to local councillors
and have their say on local issues by writing on
a suggestion wall, recording a video or filling in
a questionnaire.

Avery Hill resident Sandra Hill added her
views to the suggestion wall, she said: “I’ve said
there should be more in this area for the kids.”

Christine Reynolds who came with her 86-
year-old mum said: “This is the first event
we’ve been too like this. It’s a good idea that
you can give your views on services.”

This was the first in the series of Greenwich
Council’s summer events, so those who missed
out can come along to the next Get Together at
the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich on Saturday, May
26 from 11am to 5pm.

On Sunday, May 27 Greenwich Heritage
Centre will be opening its doors for a Fairtrade
Fashion Show, from 3-4pm.

Young people from Greenwich Dance
Agency will be performing a specially choreo-
graphed routine wearing clothing from various
suppliers and high street stores to prove that it
is possible to wear stylish, exciting and afford-
able fashion, at the same time as respecting peo-
ple and planet.

Students from Greenwich Community
College will also be modelling their own
designs produced as part of a ‘Fashion from
around the world’ project and garments made
from recycled materials.

Great Get Together

Juniors Tour de
France!
Cycle-mad pupils from a Greenwich primary
school are setting themselves the challenging
task of completing the first stage of the Tour de
France;  two months ahead of the Tour riders.
Greenwich Council’s Cabinet Member for
Sport and Culture, Cllr John Fahy, called in to
offer encouragement to the pupils, at
Brooklands primary school in Blackheath, who
are now two weeks into a three-week ‘Virtual
Tour de France Stage 1 Challenge’. 

By the end of this week, the school hopes that
the total cycle mileage of their journeys to
school will have reached 130 miles;  the dis-
tance of Stage One of the Tour between
London and Canterbury. 
The special Tour de France challenge is just
part of a year-round activity programme by
Brooklands to encourage more children to take
to two wheels for their journey to school. 
Head teacher Pam Cooper says that around 80
of the school’s 250 pupils cycle to school regu-
larly or occasionally. The school has its own
cycling policy, which pupils helped to write. 

Bob Neill  AM MP and Roger Evans AM have
signed a petition with at least a hundred oth-
ers for the reinstatement of the tidal flow in
the Blackwall 

Re-Instate the Tidal Flow!




