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NEW FUTURE FOR ELTHAM

Plans announced by Greenwich Council will see
the ageing Eltham Pools being replaced with a
modern and contemporary leisure centre to
include three new swimming pools, a refur-
bished library, education centre and access to a
range of Council services. The centre will be
designed to bring key services closer to local peo-
ple.

The Eltham centre will be the first of three
new centres to be built in the borough, with sim-
ilar centres due to be built in Woolwich and
Greenwich.

There will be extensive consultation on the

planning application when it is made in July of
this year. The Council has already met and been
in consultation with people who live close to the
proposed site at Sun Yard, behind Eltham Library.
Initial discussions have also taken place between
the Council and special interest groups such as
local swimming clubs.

Leader of Greenwich Council, Councillor
Chris Roberts said: "I am delighted that we are
able to begin the process of consultation on what
will be the single biggest public investment in
Eltham in many years. It will bring about a rev-
olution in how key leisure and council services
are provided to local people. The scale of the

investment will provide a welcomed boost to the
ongoing regeneration of the local economy.

"The new centre in Eltham represents a real
opportunity for residents in Eltham to take
advantage of the very best in leisure, library, edu-
cational and community services. We now need
the views of local people to help shape the centre
so it best meets the needs of residents, their fam-
ilies and the wider community."

There will be a dedicated section on the coun-
cil website www.greenwich.gov.uk and regular
publicity and updates in the Thamesmead
Chronicle and Blackfen/Eltham Chronicle.

Local residents approve

A recent local tourist day was judged as a great
success by 95% of Eltham residents.

Be a Local Tourist Day was organised by
Greenwich Council and the South Greenwich
Regeneration Agency (SGRA) to give residents
of SE9 a taste of the many attractions in their own
area.

Preparing for battle: sword-fighting in the
grounds of Eltham Palace
From swash buckling to culture
Featured events included:

* sword-fighting in the grounds of Eltham Palace
* a guided tour of the clubhouse of the Royal
Blackheath golf club (The Royal Blackheath)

* a guided tour of the restored Henry VIII garden
— The Pleasaunce
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the one of SE9’s most famous former residents.
Free visits to Eltham Palace

For the first time, Eltham Palace opened its doors
free of charge to SE9 residents. English Heritage
marketing executive Monika Vinall was thrilled,
saying: “There was quite a queue waiting outside
when we opened at 10am. 750 locals came
through the doors who will hopefully return
with friends and family.”

Mrs Yusuf of Mottingham was delighted, “It’s
the first time in 30 years of being a resident in
the area that I am visiting Eltham Palace”.

Excellent showcase

Of those surveyed, 95% agreed that Be a Local
Tourist Day provided an excellent opportunity to
showcase the vast array of attractions in the area.
87% stated that it made them feel proud to be
residents of Eltham and 100% supported the day
becoming an annual event.

Despite their close proximity, some local resi-
dents were not aware of some of the attractions.
94% of those who visited confirmed that the
event had made them much more aware of what
was on offer and would encourage them to visit
again in the future.

Fantastic opportunity
Deputy Leader of Greenwich Council, Cllr.
Peter Brooks, said: “Eltham has many fine build-

ings and open spaces. Be a Local Tourist Day
offered a fantastic opportunity for residents to

discover and enjoy what is on their own
doorstep”.

The Day was organised to support tourism
development along Eltham’s Heritage Trail.
Several local businesses and organisations, the
London Borough of Greenwich and the South
Greenwich Regeneration Agency pooled their
resources to showcase one of the richest groups
of tourist attractions in southeast London.

Blackheath Bluecoats

Blackheath Bluecoat Church of England
School has been given a stamp of approval and
taken out of special measures, following a visit
by Government inspectors.

The voluntary-aided school, in Old Dover
Road, Blackheath, was placed in special meas-
ures two years ago following an Ofsted inspec-
tion, which found declining standards and the
school’s lowest-ever GCSE results, in 2003.

But after the appointment of a new
Headmaster, Paul Petty, and much determined
work by the staff and pupils, standards have
risen dramatically and the school is benefiting
from a new;, positive ethos.

The changes have already yielded some
impressive results, with twice as many GCSE
students achieving five or more A*-C grades
last year (up to 26%). And the school, which
provides mixed secondary education for 1,000
pupils, expects this figure to rise still further
this year.
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Women Overcome

Six women were taken to hospital after they were
overcome by fumes at an enamelling workshop at
Walter Grafton and Sons, Footscray Road, New
Eltham, causing a walk-out in protest at unpleasant
working conditions.

Armed Raid Terror

A violent hold-up shocked locals as raiders armed with
sawn-off shotguns and dressed in full motorcycle gear
robbed City Petroleum filing station on Blackfen Road,
fleeing with two day’s worth of takings.

Taxi Evasion

A taxi driver who challenged three youths who refused
to pay a fare in Dickson Road, Eltham, was hit on the
head with a blunt instrument and robbed of £6 in silver.

Crime Blitz Pay Off

A police blitz on burglars and car thieves cut crime
figures by a quarter in parts of Eltham and Woolwich.
Figures for car crime in north of Rochester Way,
Eltham, were down 11% on the previous year.

Statistics

The 1985 Police Divisional Report published the
following statistics:  Eltham and Woolwich Police
found 470 dogs during 1984 while 323 were reported
lost. A total of 351 motorists were dealt with for
speeding and there were 109 serious assaults.

Eltham Town in Limbo

Eltham traders and community groups feared business
in the Town would suffer if a decision over a core
development site wasn’t urgently made. Talks were
underway between the council, developers and
Sainsbury’s over the future of a proposed 59,500 sq ft

superstore.
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