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MYSTERY SURROUNDS
MUSIC CENTRE CLOSURE!
Practitioner, not the Council. The company is
independent of the Council. We have no plans to
sell off the music centre building, or to redevelop
the site.”
Since BAMPA called on the assistance of an
insolvency expert on Monday 4 June, Council
officers have been busy gathering information
about the position of its students and teachers.
Officers met with the company’s Chief Executive
and hope to meet its insolvency adviser.
Subject to these discussions and legal advice, the
Council also plans to allow Bird College to
resume its use of the building.
“Our focus has to be on the really important issues
facing us in the short-term,” explained
Cllr

Clement. “As a former pupil at the centre, I
understand how much it means to the people of
Bexley and the surrounding areas.
“We will be looking at the best way to provide the
range of services that were offered through the
music centre, but I hope people will understand
that this is likely to take some time. We’ll be
talking to all those who care about music and the
performing arts in Bexley, particularly the Friends
of BAMPA and our schools.”
The Council will continue to provide information
on its response to Monday’s announcement on its
website at www.bexley.gov.uk

Emergency Rescue Package from front page

To All Parents, Students, Head Teachers, Peripatetic and Licence Teachers, Staff and

Friends of Bexley Academy of Music and Performing Arts

CLOSURE
It is with sincere regret that I have to announce on behalf of the board of directors the closure

of Bexley Academy of Music and Performing Arts (BAMPA). Financial pressures, the full

extent of which has only recently become apparent, have proven to be unmanageable. Bexley

Council, its officers and members, have been tremendously supportive. Sadly however, the

Academy is unsustainable in its present form and will close with immediate effect.

Anyone who has any equipment - musical instruments, sheet music or any other item - on

hire or loan from the Academy should return it/them to the Sidcup office immediately. Please

ensure that your full correspondence details including a contact telephone number are securely

attached to all individual items.

Any queries should be addressed to the Administrators who have still to be appointed and

details of which will be published in due course.

Parents of students and staff registered for the youth orchestra tour to Poland in July are asked

to make contact with the Chairman of the Friends, through the Administrators who have still

to be appointed and details of which will be published in due course.

I am personally devastated by this outcome, as I know all of our directors, teachers, staff, stu-

dents, parents and supporters are/will be also. I had such great plans for this Academy when I

took over as Chief Executive in January of this year and was making positive progress in many

areas and on a number of new important initiatives. We have in recent weeks been actively

seeking partners to secure and sustain provision but sadly, we have been unable to do so thus

far.
I fully understand this news will come as a shock. I would like to thank everyone who has

been connected with the Academy for your support over many years. Future service provision

will now be a matter for Bexley Council.

Andrew Chatburn

Chief Executive

Dartfordians Under 11s celebrated the end of
their hugely successful season by winning the
cup at their annual Brean Sands Tour in
Somerset. After winning their pool, the team
went on to beat Brentwood two tries to nil in
the final. Over 200 parents and supporters
cheered the under 11s on as the pack continu-
ally won the ball for the backs to storm forward.
Solid defending complimented the assertive
rucking which stopped Brentwood from visit-
ing the Dartfordians half for most of the match.

Both tries were scored by scrum-half Tom
Ramdham, one a solo snipe from 10 metres, the

other after a try line surge from the forwards. 

Coaches were delighted with the team’s
efforts and feel that this victory was the culmi-
nation to a season that has seen successes at the
Kent Festival and the Barking Festival in Essex.
The team have been enjoying rugby at
Dartfordians Rugby Club in Bexley village
since the age of 6 and are looking forward to
more success in September. 

If you would are interested in your son or
daughter playing rugby for Dartfordians, please
feel free to contact the club, www.dartfordian-
srfc.co.uk.

Dartfordians do it again!

Swanley woman
found guilty  
A Swanley woman who claimed nearly £4,000
worth of benefits she was not entitled to was suc-
cessfully prosecuted at Sevenoaks Magistrates’
Court.
Mrs Janice Murphy, 41, of Hart Dyke Road,
Swanley, pleaded guilty to two charges under
Section 112 of the Social Security Administration
Act 1992, relating to failing to promptly declare
two changes in her financial circumstances which
she knew would affect her benefit entitlement.
In January 2006 Mrs Murphy submitted claims
for Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit to
Sevenoaks District Council, and made written
declarations that her family’s only income
sources were Child Benefit, Child Tax Credit and
Incapacity Benefit.
In July 2006, an investigation was started by the
Council’s Benefit Fraud and Interventions Team
into the benefit claims made by Mrs Murphy, fol-
lowing a routine cross-check of data held by the
Council’s Housing Benefit Department and the
Inland Revenue’s Tax Credits office.
The Council referred the case for investigation
after it was discovered that Mrs Murphy had
been awarded Working Tax Credit, which in turn,
also means that she was employed, working at
least 16 hours per week.

The investigation proved that Mrs Murphy had
not promptly declared that she had commenced
work in January 2006 and been awarded Working
Tax Credit in April 2006.
As a result of her actions Mrs Murphy received
some £2,818.05 in Housing Benefit and
£1,121.36 in Council Tax Benefit which she was
not entitled to.
At court, Mrs Murphy was given a conditional
discharge to run for a period of 12 months. Mrs
Murphy’s previous good character was taken into
account by the court when handing down its
punishment.
Sevenoaks District Council is securing the repay-
ment of the Housing Benefit debt by taking reg-
ular amounts from Mrs Murphy’s current bene-
fit entitlement.
Cllr Brian Ramsay, the Council’s Cabinet mem-
ber with responsibility for finance, says: “Benefit
fraud is a serious crime that the Council will not
tolerate, and this case shows how important it is
that benefit claimants inform the relevant author-
ities promptly, and in the correct manner, of any
changes in their financial or personal circum-
stances.”
If the public wish to report any instances of ben-
efit fraud they can do so, in confidence (24-hour
hotline), on 01732 227445.
To inform the Council of any changes in your
circumstances which may affect your benefit
entitlement call 01732 227000 or e-mail bene-
fits@sevenoaks.gov.uk

Loose Village Garden
Safari raises £3,010 for
Dartford’s Ellenor Hospice 

Loose Village Safari attracted over 500
visitors to view 8 Old English gardens
each completely different and beautiful!  

Fantastic weather and beautiful gardens brought
out over 500 visitors to the mediaeval picturesque
village of Loose near Maidstone last Sunday. The
gardens open to visitors included a protected
National Trust pond garden, Dairy House,
Church Villa, Florence House and several other
beautiful gardens. Each of the venues was a short
walk apart in the village of Loose with running
water, streams, ducks and other wildlife to be
enjoyed along the way.
The next gardens to be opened in our pro-
gramme are as follows:-
July 1st  The Bungalow and Whitehouse, Frog
Island, South Darenth
July 8th  Ashdown, Poplars Close, New Barn
July 29th  56 Leamington Avenue, Orpington
September 2nd  The Old Viccarage, Swanley
Village
September 9th  Clevis, New Barn Road, New
Barn
If you would like an Open Gardens Programme,
which has details of all the future gardens, then
please contact Fundraising on 01322 221315.
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MYSTERY SURROUNDS
MUSIC CENTRE CLOSURE!
to sell off the music centre building, or to
redevelop the site.”
Since BAMPA called on the assistance of an
insolvency expert on Monday 4 June, Council
officers have been busy gathering information
about the position of its students and teachers.
Officers met with the company’s Chief Executive
and hope to meet its insolvency adviser.
Subject to these discussions and legal advice, the
Council also plans to allow Bird College to
resume its use of the building.
“Our focus has to be on the really important issues
facing us in the short-term,” explained Cllr

Clement. “As a former pupil at the centre, I
understand how much it means to the people of
Bexley and the surrounding areas.
“We will be looking at the best way to provide the
range of services that were offered through the
music centre, but I hope people will understand
that this is likely to take some time. We’ll be
talking to all those who care about music and the
performing arts in Bexley, particularly the Friends
of BAMPA and our schools.”
The Council will continue to provide information
on its response to Monday’s announcement on its
website at www.bexley.gov.uk

Emergency Rescue Package from front page

Arresting performance at The Oval
Visitors to The Oval Traders Association
Summer Fete were treated to a medley of
sounds from members of the Blendon &
Penhill Youth Music Workshop,

Supported by five members of the workshop,
organisers Sergeant Roy Kitchener and PC
Frank Harrington of the Blendon & Penhill
Safer Neighbourhoods Policing Team belted
out songs by Rod Stewart, The Yardbirds,
Travis, The Prolcaimers and Oasis to an appre-
ciative audience.

Through the policing team’s regular contact
with local traders, Roger Savage of The Oval
Traders Association heard of the music work-
shop and invited them to perform at this years
Summer Fete.

The Music Workshop was set up by the
Blendon & Penhill Safer Neighbourhoods
Policing Team in November last year and is
aimed at getting young people off the streets,
into music and learning new skills.

Sergeant Roy Kitchener said, “Whilst we
were out on patrol the local youths were con-
stantly telling us they had nothing to do.   With
the help of Bexley Council Youth Services and
Coca Cola Enterprises, who made a generous
donation to get us started, we set out to give
young people living in the ward something fun
and constructive to do.  The workshop has
given us a fantastic opportunity to get to know
the local youths and break down some barriers.
Because it has been so successful we are now
looking to set up a youth boxing club”. 

The workshop is open every Thursday
evening at 7 pm, Sidcup Youth Club, Burnt
Oak Lane.  Officers from the Safer
Neighbourhoods Policing Team teach guitar to
youngsters signed up to the project and it is
aimed at all levels from beginners upwards.
The project is a joint initiative between Bexley
Police and Bexley Youth Services.  

Motorists are being reminded that the country’s
first city-wide two tier parking penalties scheme
based on the seriousness of the contravention
committed will be introduced in London from 1
July.

The scheme will mean drivers parking at bus
stops, on pedestrian crossings, or in the safety
zones outside schools will receive a higher penal-
ty than those overstaying at a parking meter.

A £120 penalty will be applied to serious con-
traventions in central London, while lesser con-
traventions will attract a penalty of £80. In outer
London the penalty will be £100 and £60. All
penalties will be reduced by 50 per cent if paid
within 14 days.

This new system will mean that motorists
committing some parking contraventions will
receive a £20 lower penalty then they currently
do.

The introduction of the scheme follows an
extensive consultation with the public, motoring
organisations and other interested parties carried
out last year by London Councils and Transport
for London (TfL).

More than 80 per cent of those who respond-
ed to the consultation said that acts of illegal
parking causing the most disruption, frustration
and danger to other road users should be
penalised more heavily than others.

Chairman of London Councils’ Transport and

Environment Committee, Cllr Daniel Moylan,
said: “Illegal parking prevents people from having
a hassle free and safe journey on London’s roads.
This is why we have to carry out parking enforce-
ment.

“Ensuring the right balance is struck between
being firm and being fair has always been a chal-
lenge, but I believe this new two-tier scheme
helps us to meet both of these objectives.

“It tackles the concerns of Londoners who feel
it is unfair that a motorist overstaying at a parking
meter for a few minutes received the same penal-
ty as someone causing gridlock by blocking a
busy junction.

“However it also sends a clear message to those
whose illegal parking causes the most disruption
that their actions will not be tolerated.”

Motorists wrongly using bus lanes or commit-
ting moving traffic contraventions - including
entering a box junction when their exits are
blocked and going through a no entry sign - will
receive a £120 penalty from 1 July.

Lorry company operators and drivers breaking
the London Lorry Control Scheme will also
receive £550 and £120 penalties respectively from
1 July.

Mums look out - £120 parking penalty
In the picture are Cllr Graham D'Admiral,  PCSO Ian Kay, local resident Alison
Crask and in the background others who helped with the clean up.

Volunteers clean up Blackfen
Residents, police and Bexley councillors took
part in a planned operation to clear Blackfen's
rubbish and litter  and put pride back into the
area as part of London's Capital Clean-up
Campaign.

The alleyway at the rear of Blackfen Parade
was targeted for the community clear-up in a
project led by Police Safer Neighbourhood
Teams from Blendon & Penhill Ward and from
Blackfen & Lamorbey Ward, with active sup-
port from Bexley Council, the Probation
Service, local residents and businesses.

The Clean-up Campaign is a 100-day project
tackling locations in the London area where
anti-social behaviour is seen to be encouraged
by dirt, rubbish, fly-tipping and graffiti.

The volunteers, including children over the
age of 12, met outside T G Baynes at 1a
Wellington Avenue, shortly after 10am, when
gloves were issued for the task to come. They

tackled a rough area, full of litter and rubbish. 

Their work added to the efforts already made
by the police, who have been working to clean-
up a number of areas in the town centre.
Offenders subject to Community Orders have
also been doing unpaid clearing-up supervised
by London Probation Service staff with Bexley
Council removing the rubbish they collected.

Meanwhile the Safer Neighbourhoods
Policing Teams have been tackling anti-social
behaviour on the one hand, while, on the other,
encouraging local youngsters to take part in
Bexley's popular Ball Court League and boxing
training provided by the Amateur Boxing
Association.

Police Sergeant Roy Kitchener of the
Blendon & Penhill Safer Neighbourhoods
Team, said: "It just shows how much can be
achieved when the Community Safety
Partnership and local residents work together."




