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SEVENOAKS DISTRICT NAMED THE
'HAPPIEST' IN BRITAIN

Sevenoaks District has been named as the 'happi-
est' district in the country, with researchers find-
ing that neighbourhoods with the highest levels
of voluntary work have less crime, happier and
healthier residents and better schools.

The report, which was compiled by Essex
University and published in the 'Daily Telegraph'
newspaper, noted that 37% of residents in
Sevenoaks District said that they were 'very satis-
fied with life', the highest figure of the 101
authorities that were surveyed.

The statistics from the report suggested that
communities where a lot of volunteering took
place tend to be communities where people are
satisfied with their lives.

Mandy Wynne from Sevenoaks and
Edenbridge Volunteer Centre, says: "Sevenoaks
District is rich in volunteering potential.
Although volunteering appears to be on the
decline in Britain, the Volunteer Centre in

Sevenoaks has seen a 250% increase in volunteers
registering over the past three years.
Volunteering changes lives, and volunteers often
tell us they get as much, if not more, out of the
volunteering experience than the person receiv-
ing the help."

Jocelyn Wright, from the Swanley Volunteer
Centre, says: "Volunteers from Swanley and New
Ash Green contribute more than 100 hours a
week of their time and skills to their community
- and that's just the volunteers organised by the
Swanley and New Ash Green Volunteer Centre.
Others give time with the Citizens' Advice
Bureau, Age Concern Day Centre, the MIND
Drop In centre, Cygnet Club, local schools, as
well as the charity shops. They all agree with the
findings of the Essex University report - volun-
teering is good for your self confidence, it's fun
and the feeling your efforts contribute to the well
being of local residents is very satisfying."

Sevenoaks District Council is committed to
working with the voluntary sector, with sections
of the Community Plan and the Public Sector
Agreement with Kent County Council dedicated
to maintaining and encouraging its vibrancy.

ClIr Felicity Broomby, Cabinet member with
responsibility for Community Development,
says: "The results of this report are naturally very
encouraging and show that there is certainly a
'feelgood' factor in the District brought about by
the range of cultural and community services that
residents take part in. We recognise the invaluable
contribution of volunteers in creating caring and
vibrant communities and I would like to thank
everyone who gives up their time for the benefit
of others."

Residents wishing to volunteer can call the
Sevenoaks and Edenbridge Volunteer Bureau on
01732 454785 or Swanley Volunteer Centre on
01322 669292.

If you have a view on any of the
stories in The Chronicle write and
let us know. Newsdesk, Andrew
House, Granville Road, Sidcup,
Kent DA14 4BN.

newsdesk@bexleychronicle.com
www.bexleychronicle.com

Charitable

coffee

Sevenoaks District Council staff and members
have caused a stir and raised £254 for Macmillan
Cancer Research as part of a nationwide coffee
morning.

The charity's 'world's biggest coffee morning' was
held at the Council Offices in Sevenoaks.

The money raised will help to make a real differ-
ence to people suffering from cancer and go
towards funding information and counselling
centres, specialist Macmillan staff, buildings for
treatment as well as grants for patients who have
financial difficulties.

Left to right, Mike Smith, Mike Williams, Cindy
Blythe (all helpers on the day), Cllr Clive Bruce
and his wife Tina.
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Mayor jeered

Angry demonstrators booed reigning Mayor,
Mr Norman Holloway, when he adjourned a
turbulent emergency council meeting address-
ing health service cash cuts.

Camera hot spots

A video camera was swtiched on in Swanley
trouble spots as local police stepped up the
fight against vandalism.

Riddle of Blaze no. 3

A mystery blaze struck Little Queen Street
Hall, home of 1st Dartford Scouts, for the
third time in five years.

£4,000 vandals’ spree

Hooligans rampaged through Swanley’s White
Oak primary schools causing fires, flooding
and other damage. The clean up operation cost
£4,000.

VIP kids

Twwo West Kingsdown youngsters who donated
their pocket money towards the building of
Lord Mountbatten of Burma’ statue were the
only children to be invited to its unveiling in
London.

New jobs hope

Blue Circle Industries were asking the
Government for the go-ahead for a freeport
side-by-side with the international ferry termi-
nal they were building on a 300-acre site at
Stone Marshes in North-West Kent which
could have created as many as 1,000 new jobs.
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